
VISITATION MISSION STATEMENT
Visitation Parish, a Roman Catholic Community in the Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois, seeks to draw all to Jesus Christ,
revelation of the Father and font of the Holy Spirit, by celebrating the Sacraments, educating people of all ages in
the Truths of the Catholic Faith, and reaching out to those who are physically, emotionally or spiritually in need.

New Parishioners, Welcome! Attend our Welcome Coffee on the last Sunday of every month after the 10:00 A.M. Mass to register, 
learn about our ministries and programs and meet our priests and some of our parish family.

Baptisms Will be every Sunday at 1:00 P.M. Parents are required to take Baptismal Class beforehand. Classes
are held every other month, so please plan ahead. Call Rectory for information.

Marriages Arrangements must be made at the Rectory at least six months in advance. Please contact the 
church before making any other arrangements. Weddings scheduled at 12:00 & 2:00 P.M. on 
Saturday. NO Sunday Weddings.

Funerals It is the responsibility of the parish to bury their dead. The funeral director will contact the parish 
regarding arrangements. No specific offering is required for the parish in connection with the
funeral liturgy.

Perpetual Adoration Chapel The Perpetual Adoration Chapel of Our Lady, Mother of the Eucharist, is available 24 hours a day for pri- 
vate prayer and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, exposed on the Altar. The Chapel is located in the 
Convent building (south of the church).

St. Peregrine Novena Devotions in honor of Saint Peregrine, the patron saint of those who suffer with cancer will be held 
the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 P.M. in the church.

Visits to the Sick Due to changes in hospital admitting policies, it is necessary to inform the Rectory when hospital-
ized parishioners would like a visit from a priest or deacon. Catholic chaplains are assigned to area
hospitals to administer the Sacraments. Visitation parish priests visit Elmhurst Hospital twice a 
week on Tuesdays and Fridays.

FEBRUARY 1, 2009
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

779 S. YORK ROAD • ELMHURST, ILLINOIS

CHURCH WEBSITE: www.visitationparish.org
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.visitationelmhurst.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Joseph Siegel
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Matthew Pratscher
Weekend Assistant
Rev. Theodore D. Suchy, O.S.B.
Deacons
Jay Janousek, Anthony Spatafore
James Eaker
School Principal
Sr. Thomas Leo Monahan, O.P.
Religious Education
Mr. Carl Scheeler
Pastoral Associate/Facilities Mgr.
Deacon Anthony Spatafore
Parish Music Director
Mrs. Barbara Masters
Youth Ministry
Mrs. Colleen Case
Business Manager
Mrs. Debbie Johnson
Counseling Services
Ms. Tracy Nemecek, MA, LCPC
834-6700, ext. 202

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:15 PM
Sunday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00, 8:30, 10:00,

11:30 AM and 5:15 PM
Daily Masses
Monday-Friday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:15, 8:15 AM
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:15 AM

Confession
Saturday  . . . . .4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment

PHONE NUMBERS
Rectory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(630) 834-6700
Rectory Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6711
Convent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-4027

799 South York
Music Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8190
School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-4931
School Fax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-4936
Religious Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

851 South York
Youth Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058 ext. 503
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REPORT FROM WASHINGTON D.C.
MARCH FOR LIFE 2009

Dear Visitation Parishioners:
Since the secular media carried so little about this event, I wanted to take this opportunity to share with you

my experience at the March for Life, marking the 36th Anniversary of the Roe v Wade Supreme Court decision
legalizing abortion in our country.

The commemoration began January 21, with the Vigil Mass at the Basilica Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington celebrated by Cardinal Rigali of Philadelphia and con–celebrated by several other
cardinals (including Cardinal George), about 50 bishops (including Bishop Sartain) and several hundred
priests. There were also a large number of deacons, seminarians and religious sisters. The basilica was
packed with more than 15,000 participants, mostly high school and college age students. There were over
200 young men and woman from the Diocese of Joliet, who traveled 12 hours by bus to be present for the
Mass and the March. The Cardinal gave an inspiring homily and you could feel the enthusiasm of the peo-
ple filling the church. On Thursday morning, January 22, Bishop Sartain and several priests of the diocese
celebrated a special Mass for the March participants from the Joliet diocese. This was followed by the noon
Rally at the Ellipse near the White House.

The actual March began around 1:00 P.M. with about 250,000 people peacefully moving down Constitution
Avenue to the Capitol and Supreme Court Building, praying and singing as they walked. Once again, I was struck
by the young age of the participants. The commitment and enthusiasm demonstrated by these young people shows
that the Right to Life cause will be carried on by this next generation, despite what some pundits like to say.
Following our arrival on Capitol Hill, those from our congressional district were welcomed at a reception hosted
by Rep. Peter Roskam, who personally welcomed the marchers and thanked them for their commitment to the
respect life cause. 

I found the activities of the March for Life both inspiring and invigorating. I was also reminded that it is not
only a matter of changing laws, but also of changing the hearts and minds of the people of our nation to respect
human life at all its stages. It is my hope that as a parish, we will continue to give witness to the Gospel of Life
in our families and community and help turn our country away from the culture of death. If you have the oppor-
tunity next January, I would encourage you to make the trip to Washington and be part of this impressive demon-
stration. We need to constantly remind our government leaders that there are countless Americans who do remem-
ber the plight of the unborn and who will continue to work to protect their life and dignity.

God bless you,
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LECTOR, EUCHARISTIC MINISTER AND
ALTAR SERVER ASSIGNMENTS FOR

FEBRUARY 7–8

Daily Altar Server Assignments
Monday–Friday, February 2–6

6:15 A.M. Colleen Maloney, Erin Maloney
8:15 A.M. Tom Mayfield, Kaleigh Mazzone

Saturday, February 7
8:15 A.M. Tom Mayfield, Kaleigh Mazzone

Readings for the Week of February 1, 2009
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor
7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
Monday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb
2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-
32
Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4/Mk
5:21-43
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-
15/Mk 6:1-6

Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-
24/Mk 6:7-13
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Mk 6:14-
29
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-
21/Mk 6:30-34
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1
Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-
39

Lectors Eucharistic
Ministers

Altar Servers

Saturday
Feb. 7

5:15 P.M.

TBA TBA Carly Matuszewski
Ainsley McGrath
Maggie Mitchell

Sunday
Feb. 8

7:00 A.M.
TBA TBA KC Morris

Drew Mueller
Elliot Mueller

Sunday
Feb. 8

8:30 A.M.
TBA TBA Andy Muno

Brad Muno
Brendan Nemeth

Sunday
Feb. 8

10:00 A.M.
TBA TBA

Mairead Norton
Maggie O’Brien
Kristen O’Malley

Sunday
Feb. 8

11:30 A.M.
TBA TBA Brian O’Neill

Connor O’Ryan
Steve Osterhout

Sunday
Feb. 8

5:15 P.M.
TBA TBA James Pagni

Jack Pastouvic
Colleen Peachey

The Sunday offering last weekend
amounted to $22,983.66.

65 parishioners contributed through
E–GIVING.

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our parish.

I. Michael Doyle and Christine Doyle

Dean Patrick, son of Christopher and
Anne (O’Hara) McPartlin

Avery Kathleen, daughter of David and
Kathleen (Anderson) Albritton

Patrick Harrold
Santo Briguglio
Ruth Roberts

FOCA Postcard Campaign via Internet
For those who would like to contact our legislators in

opposition to the Freedom of Choice Act, you can do so at
www.nchla.org/contcong.asp
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Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord
Candlemas Day

Monday, February 2, is the Feast of the Presentation of the
Lord Jesus in the Temple, traditionally known as Candlemas
Day. Candles for use in your home will be blessed and made
available at the 6:15 and 8:15 A.M. Masses on Monday.

In the eighth century, Pope Sergius inaugurated a candlelight
procession. At the end of the same century, the blessing and dis-
tribution of candles, which continues to this day, became part of
the celebration, giving the Feast of the Presentation its popular
name, Candlemas. In the days before the reform of the liturgy
(prior to 1963) all of the candles to be used in church for the
coming year would be blessed on this day. Also on this day we
bless the candles used for the Feast of St. Blase, on which we
give the traditional blessing of throats, using blessed candles. It’s
easy to see why on such a day when candles are so much a part
of the day’s celebration that the popular name for the Mass cel-
ebrated on this feast day is called “candle-Mass”, hence the
name Candlemas Day.

Christ Himself said, I am the light of the world. And we are
the light ourselves if we receive it from Him. But how do we
receive it, how do we make it shine? The candle tells us by burn-
ing and being consumed in the burning. A spark of fire, a ray of
love and inevitable immolation are celebrated over that pure,
straight candle, as, pouring forth its gift of light, it exhausts itself
in silent sacrifice. (Pope Paul VI).

Feast of St. Blaise,
Bishop and  Martyr

Tuesday, February 3, is the Feast of St. Blaise, a Bishop and
Martyr of the early Church. For many centuries Saint Blaise has
been the patron saint of those with ailments of the throat. He has
been the saint to ask for prayers to protect you from throat ail-
ments and every other illness.

We know that the Bishop, Blaise, was martyred in Armenia in
the year 316. Blaise was a good bishop, working hard to encour-
age the spiritual and physical health of his people. Eventually, he
was arrested for his Christian beliefs, and when in prison, a moth-
er came with her young son who had a fish bone caught in his
throat. At Blaise’s command the child was able to cough up the
bone.

By the year 800, the custom of blessing throats, using the
“blessed candles” from the previous day’s feast, Candlemas Day,
was spreading across Europe. St. Blaise is seen as one example
of the power those have who give themselves entirely to Jesus.
With faith, we can follow the lead of the Church in asking for
Blaise’s protection.

The Blessing of the Throats will be held on Tuesday,
February 3, at the 6:15 and 8:15 A.M. Masses. Please bring
friends and family and join us to ask for the intercession of St.
Blaise and for the healing touch of the Lord in our lives.

2009 Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Dear Friends in Christ,

You may be aware that I grew up in the Diocese of Memphis, which is considered a “Home Missions Diocese” in the United States.
In 2000, I was appointed Bishop of Little Rock, another Home Missions Diocese, and in 2006 I had the blessing of being appointed
your Bishop. Needless to say, I bring many experiences and fond memories from my ministry in two Home Missions Dioceses.

What is a Home Missions Diocese? It is a Diocese where, generally speaking, there are a small number of Catholics, fewer finan-
cial resources, fewer ministry personnel, great need and wonderful opportunities! Just as in our Diocese, the people of Home
Missions Dioceses love their Catholic faith and participate in the Church with great enthusiasm. Because their resources are
stretched so thin, they work all the harder to provide the spiritual and pastoral needs of the people of their dioceses. Often Home
Missions Dioceses span great distances. For example, when I was Bishop of Little Rock, I was Bishop of the entire state, an area
that is twelve times larger than our Diocese.

Every year, the Catholic Church in the United States takes up a special collection, called the Catholic Home Missions Appeal,
which benefits those dioceses in our country, and a few in the far Pacific islands, that are part of the Church in our country but expe-
rience great need and depend on our help. From experience I can tell you that donations given to the Home Missions Appeal are
used very prudently and received gratefully. In our Diocese, the collection will be taken up on February 7/8, and I encourage you
to be generous. My friends in Tennessee, Arkansas and the many other Home Missions Dioceses with which I am familiar will be
very grateful.

With every best wish and prayer, I am,
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Joliet
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High School Youth Group
VisitationYG4U@yahoo.com

Jr. High School Youth Group
VisitationJrHYG4U@yahoo.com

College W.A.L.K.
CollegeW_A_L_K@yahoo.com

Remember to keep bringing your old newspapers, maga-
zines, junk mail and papers to our yellow and green paper
recycling bins. It’s a great way to help Visitation School as
well as a way to help save the earth.

One bin is located on the parking lot off Kearsage near the
convent and the other is on the parking lot south of the school
building near York Street. You can bring your paper goods at
any time during the day or evening.

This is one fundraiser where everyone in the parish can
help—it costs nothing to participate.

HSYG MEETING DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDAR

UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

FEB. 22,2009, Scripture Exchange—Teen Bible Study—1:30–3:00 P.M., School Library
MARCH 7, 2009, FRANCISCAN SOUP KITCHEN, Chicago, 3:30–7:00 P.M.

HS YOUTH GROUP CORE GROUP Meeting
THIS SUNDAY, FEB. 1, 1:00–2:30 P.M.

at the OAK BROOK MC CAFÉ, 22nd and Spring Road (behind the Oak Brook Mall)

THE Next HSYG Meeting
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 6:30–8:00 P.M.— PODESTA HALL

This week’s topic is  “IS THERE TIME FOR LENT.” ALL High School Teens are invit-
ed.Come for a night of hanging with your friends and growing in your faith: Bring your
friends. The busier you are, the MORE you NEED YOUTH GROUP!!

NEW: SCRIPTURE EXCHANGE—TEEN BIBLE STUDY—4th Sunday of Month
Scripture Exchange: Studying Gospel of John 1-10—COST: $7.50 (study guide)

This is a first ever for our teens here at Visitation; A BIBLE STUDY designed
expressly for the High School and College age teen. Its purpose is to provide teens with
the tools to understand for themselves the truths found in scripture and to develop their
OWN personal relationship with Jesus. Scripture Study featured Topics are:
•     15 Key Elements in the Life of Christ—The Life of Jesus as He walked this earth     

and lived among us
•     Miracles of Jesus 

You may register on line at visitationstudentministries@yahoo.com or call Student
Ministries at 630.279-7058, x 503.

NEXT JrHYG MEETING
THIS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6     8:00–10:00 P.M. VALENTINO CENTER (Gym)

Come grow in your faith and earn service hours.

UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

FEB. 21, 2009, Confirmation Retreat 9:30 A.M., Podesta Hall
MARCH 7, 2009, FRANCISCAN SOUP KITCHEN, Chicago, 3:30–7:00 P.M.

JrHYG MEETING DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDAR

6th Annual JR HIGH SOCIAL NIGHT OUT—MOVIE ON A RAFT, FEB. 20

ALL JRH TEENS. Come out for BLAST of a night and enjoy your friends, a swim and a
movie in the middle of winter at the Oak Brook Park District Aquatic Center (just off of Jorie
Blvd & 31st).

MOVIE: The BEE Movie WHO: Anyone in 6–8th grade and yes your friends are welcome.
COST: $5 (Pay at the Door)—ADULTS: Need 2 Men & 2 Women TO CHAPERONE and
NO you do NOT need to swim. Just bring beach shoes!! All teens need a permission form to
participate available in the Youth Ministry Office or the Rectory.

NEW: SCRIPTURE EXCHANGE—TEEN BIBLE STUDY—4th Sunday of Month
Scripture Exchange: Studying Gospel of John 1-10—COST: $7.50 (study guide)
This is a first ever for our teens here at Visitation; A BIBLE STUDY designed express-

ly for the High School and College age teen. Its purpose is to provide teens with the tools to
understand for themselves the truths found in scripture and to develop their OWN personal
relationship with Jesus. Scripture Study featured Topics are:
•     15 Key Elements in the Life of Christ—The Life of Jesus as He walked this earth     

and lived among us
•      Miracles of Jesus 

Register on line at visitationstudentministries@yahoo.com or call Student Ministries at
630-279-7058, x 503.
More Resources: College-Aged Catholics: www.dioceseofjoliet.org/yam/—upcoming
events of Interest; Campus Connections: dontstopbelieving.org —info, news, events & other
pertinent information for Catholics following their high school years; CATHOLIC CAMPUS
MINISTRIES, http://www.ccmanet.org/ccma.nsf/campussites?OpenPage—list of colleges &
Catholic groups.

MANNA
R.E. & Visitation School Tuition Assistance Program

This past week 47 Visitation Grade School families and 3
Religious Education families purchased $13,963 and $1,120 in
gift certificates. There have been several disappointments in the
past few weeks as our customers expect to visit our Walk–in
Service and purchase large quantities of certificates. It is impor-
tant to call ahead to reserve a large order for any one store or
restaurant by Sunday night if this item is needed the following
week. The orders from our participants are at times huge and a
short call will solve this situation without pain.

It is very important to our program that a dedicated
VOLUNTEER step forward to assist in the overall coordi-
nation of this growing program. The work effort has
increased to the point where the smooth operation is being
challenged. It would be ideal if a retired individual could vol-
unteer, who enjoys working with detail and has lots of free
time to offer our program for several years in the future.
Please let us hear from you.

Now you can visit the school website (www.visita-
tionelmhurst.org) to view or print our most recent updated
MANNA Order Form.

For additional information or to place a large order, call David
James at 630-834-0967 before 6:00 P.M. Sunday evening.

MANNA Walk-in Service
Wednesday Evening 7:30–8:30 P.M.

Friday Afternoon 2:00–3:30 P.M.
(Location: Madonna Hall)
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Tridentine (Latin) Mass
The Latin Mass according to the Missal of John XXIII

(Tridentine Mass) is offered each Sunday evening at 5:30
P.M. at the historic Sts. Peter and Paul Church in
Naperville. The celebrants for these Masses are the priests
of St. John Cantius Church. The church is located at 36 N.
Ellsworth (tel. 630-355-1081).

The Latin Mass (extraordinary form) according to the
1962 Missal is offered every Sunday at 10:00 A.M. at St.
John Vianney Church in Northlake (on Wolf Rd. just
north of North Ave.) in the lower level chapel (below the
main church). Booklets are provided to follow the liturgy
for those unfamiliar with the older form.

When Catholics are nearing death, the Church invites these
persons to receive the sacraments to give them spiritual strength
and comfort as they prepare for their journey home to God.
These sacraments include Confession, Anointing and the
Reception of Holy Communion (often called “viaticum”, liter-
ally “the food for the journey”). These sacraments are most
fruitful for the person if they conscious, alert and able to partic-
ipate in the rites. Therefore, we encourage you to contact the
rectory and ask for a priest to administer the sacraments early
enough so that your loved one will be able to be fully engaged
in the celebration. Also, while the priests try to be available as
much as possible, there are times that they are not able to come
on short notice. They want to be present to minister to the
dying, so whenever feasible, please contact the priests a least a
couple of days before the matter becomes urgent.

Please note that the Anointing of the Sick is not only for
the dying. This sacrament is also for those with a serious ill-
ness or preparing for major surgery, so please call the
Rectory if you or a loved one would like to be anointed.

Sacraments for the Dying

Respect Life Website
Mr. Paul Esposito, a long–time Visitation parishioner, has

been writing essays on various respect life issues for several
years. His thought provoking articles are now available on a
website, Culture of Life: http://www.the-culture-of-life.com.
Paul’s essays provide valuable insight and resources as we
strive to build the Culture of Life in our country and our
world, following the example of Pope John Paul the Great
and Pope Benedict.

Communion for the
Homebound and/or Elderly

Do you know someone who is homebound
and/or elderly and cannot attend Mass but
would like to receive communion? Please con-
tact Deacon Tony at 630-834-6700, ext. 235,
to arrange a visit.

Baptism Preparation Classes
The next Baptism Preparation

class will meet on this Monday,
February 2, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. in
Madonna Hall. These classes help
parents prepare for their ministry as
Christian parents. Please call the
Rectory at 630-834-6700 to register
or for more information.

Pope Benedict XVI
Has His Own YouTube Channel!

http://www.youtube.com/vatican
Also check out: www.vatican.va
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Holy Hour

Let this Valentine’s Day be the best one ever by bringing
your love and your heart to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Join your friends in Christ for a
special Valentine’s Day Holy Hour with Our Lord and His
Beloved Mother, Mary. Jesus and Mary will speak in the
silence of your heart. Your mind, heart and spirit will be
refreshed after your visit with Our Lord and Our Lady.
Come enjoy the Lord’s presence, Rosary, Benediction, music
and fellowship.

Where: Visitation Church
When: Saturday, February 14, 2009

7:00-8:00 P.M.
Our Lord and Our Lady are awaiting your visit!

Rosebud Program Intentions
In our calling to respect the dignity and worth of all life,

the Elizabeth Ministry requests that you please remember in
your prayers the following intentions placed at the statue of
the Visitation this past week:

5 intentions for those who are pregnant and their
unborn babies.

2 intentions for those families celebrating births
and/or adoptions.

3 intentions for those grieving a miscarriage, still 
birth, abortion or infant or child death.

3 intentions remembering those wanting to
conceive or adopt.

Evening Bible Study

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 3.
Chapters 23 through 30 in the Book of Numbers will be
covered. The meeting begins at 7:30 P.M. in Madonna
Hall. All are welcome. Please read the chapters, bring
your bible and join us.

Catholic Reading Club
Selection for February

The participants of the Catholic Reading Club of Visitation
Parish seek to read books which enhance their understanding,
appreciation of their Catholic Faith and to enable them to be
better prepared to give a reason for their hope (St. Peter).

The book selection for February 2009 is St. Francis de
Sales’ Introduction to the Devout Life, written in 1609 and
considered to be one of the greatest Catholic books for lay peo-
ple ever written. St Francis de Sales, a Doctor of the Church,
walks the beginner through several important decisions, which
culminate in the soul’s firm resolution to choose the devout
life, a life of true love of God. St. Francis covers such topics as
prayer, how to meditate, Confession, frequent Communion,
recreation, dress, poverty (both actual and spiritual) chastity,
etc. He concludes with a program for renewing each year one’s
holy resolve to persevere in true love of God for the rest of
one’s life. This book is a must read for  all Christians who are
serious in advancing in the spiritual life.

The Catholic Reading Club will meet to discuss this
book on Thursday, February 12 in Madonna Hall from
9:00 to 11:00 A.M. If you wish to participate in this discus-
sion, call Renee Regole, 630-832-7903, for a copy of the
study guide.

Note: the selection for March will be The Great Heresies,
by Hillaire Belloc.

All Around Us
Noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise,

noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise,
noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise,
noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise,
noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise,
noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise, noise.
Silence!

Be still and know that I Am! (Psalms 46:10)
Come to the adoration chapel.

Enjoy and experience God in the silence.

Lighthouse Catholic Media Adult Catechisis
Do you want to learn more about your church and the

Catholic faith? Have you questioned God’s existence in your
life? Are you looking for answers to defend your faith?

Please look at the new CDs in the back of the church.
There are twelve Catholic titles to help you learn the truth
about your Catholic faith and change your life.
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Vocation Prayer Calendar
In conjunction with the Joliet Area Vocation Association

(JAVA) and Serra Club of DuPage County, the Vocation Office for
the Diocese of Joliet is introducing a “Vocation Prayer Calendar.”
Every day people are asked to pray for a different person or group
of people. The list includes Bishop Sartain, priests, sisters, broth-
ers, deacons and all those in formation within the Diocese of
Joliet. Following is the list for the month of FEBRUARY.

1. Bishop J. Peter Sartain
2. Frs. Don McLaughlin & Santos Castillo 
3. Steven Borello (Seminarian) 
4. Frs. John Comerford, Raymond Corkery, Raymond Foster 

& Russell Gavin, O. Carm 
5. Dcns. John Farrell, Bart Federici, Robert Fitt, Richard 

Ford, Kevin Monahan & James Naso 
6. Srs. Marybeth McDermott, Dorothy Oursler, Dorothy 

Randall, Roseann Eck, Lauriana Kahne, Jeanne Oursler, &
Joanne Vallero, CSJ 

7. Srs. Esperanza Herrera, Maria G. Romero, Maria del Rocio
Castillo, Maria del Refugio Cerda, Judith Perez, Araceli 
Perez & Catalina Garcia, HJ 

8. Gabriel Payne (Seminarian) 
9. Frs. Nathan Gohlke & Luis Guiterrez 
10. Brs. Thomas Dominic Vance, John Vietoris, William Walz 

& Bob Wilsbach,FSC 
11. Frs. Leonard Guz & Albert Heidecke 
12. Srs. Elizabeth Crotty, Mary Alfred Guillard, Aloyse 

Hackett, Lorna Hays, Aelene Ashack, Maria Bierer, 
Marietta Brummel, & Marguerite Caulfield, IBVM 

13. Fr. Eugene Hemrick & Daniel Hessling 
14. Srs. Catherine Albers, Anthony Baechle, Virginia Mary 

Barta, DeLima Bastien & Carol Bosbonis, FCJM 
15. Dcns. Richard Foy, Frank Foys, Dino Franch, Steven 

Frazier, John Murray & Charles Peterson 
16. Nabil Halaby (Deacon Candidate) 
17. Frs. Robert Hoffenkamp & Carroll Howlin 
18. Brs. Raphael Kozel, Sebastian Kuhn & Augustine 

Mallack, OSB 19 Frs. Richard Kostelz & Joseph Kudill 
20. Srs. Paulissa Mellenthin, Patricia Ostdick, Jean Phelan, 

Anita Clare Richards & Bernice Schaab, SSND 
21. Dindo Billote (Seminarian) 
22. Dcns. Thomas Fricke, Leon Fritz, Larry Fudacz, Charles 

Pistorio, Ronnie Gagnon & Thomas Powers 
23. Frs. Patrick Mulcahy & Edward Mumper 
24. David Mowry (Seminarian) 
25. Srs. Patricia Dolan, Joan Fenton, Denise Glazik, Grace 

Henneberry, Linette Howard & Loretta Glanz, OP
26. Frs. Dennis Schafer, Gerald Schbert, Ildeohone Skorup & 

James Walton, OFM 
27. Srs. M. Allcuin Kelly, Elaine Kerscher, Kathleen Kirk, 

Rosann Kleffner & Dorothy Kinsella, OSF 
28. Sean McGreal (Deacon Candidate) 
29. Frs. John Ouper & Thomson Panakal 
30. Frs. Zachary Hrisko & Anthony Jacob, OSB 
31. Srs. Mary Terese Braun & Beth Cosgrove, FCJM

Scripture Exchange—Teen Bible Study
4th Sunday of the Month

Studying the Gospel of John 1–10
This is a first ever for our teens here at Visitation—a Bible Study

designed expressly for high school and college age teens.
Its’ purpose is to provide teens with the tools to understand

for themselves the truths found in scripture and to develop their
OWN personal relationship with Jesus. Scripture Study featured
topics are:

• 15 Key Elements in the Life of Christ—The Life of 
Jesus as He walked this earth and lived among us

• Miracles of Jesus/Prophesies concerning Jesus
You may register on line @

visitationstudentministries@yahoo.com or call Student Ministries at
630-279-7058, ext. 503. The cost is $7.50 (study guide.)

I hope you will join us for this amazing opportunity. I think
St. Jerome says it best: “To be ignorant of Scripture is to be igno-
rant of Christ.” (St. Jerome.)

Colleen Case
Student Ministries

Please join the Apostleship of Prayer in praying daily for the
monthly intentions of our Holy Father. Since 1844 the entire
day has been offered to God for the salvation of souls, the
intentions of all Apostles of Prayer and the intentions of the
Pope. The Holy Father gives two intentions each month—one
a general intention, the other an intention for world missions.

Daily Offering Prayer
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer

You my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day in
union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the
world. I offer them for all the intentions of Your Sacred
Heart: the salvation of souls, reparation for sin, and the
reunion of all Christians.

I offer them for the intentions of our bishops and of all
Apostles of Prayer, and in particular for those recommended
by our Holy Father this month.

Our Holy Father’s Monthly Intentions
February 2009

Church Pastors.  That the Church's pastors may be ever
more docile to the action of the Holy Spirit as they teach
and serve the people of God. 
Peace in Africa.  Guided by the 2nd Special Assembly of the
African Synod of Bishops, may the local Church find effec-
tive ways to promote reconciliation, justice and peace. 
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Would You Like To Serve As An Usher?
We presently need additional ushers/greeters/ministers of

hospitality. Those (women and men of high school age and
older) who would like to volunteer, please fill out the Usher
Ministry Sign-up Form located in the ushers room in the back
of the vestibule near the mens restroom. You do NOT have to
commit to be at any specific Mass, but we require that gen-
tlemen wear dress pants with a shirt and tie and/or a suitcoat
or sportcoat and that ladies wear a dress, skirt or professional
pantsuit. Both ladies and gentlemen are also required to wear
an usher pin.

When you arrive at a Mass, you simply identify yourself to
the Usher Captain at the rear of the Church before Mass
begins. You will be assigned tasks if your help is needed.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly either
by e-mail at gpkcdc@juno.com or by leaving a message at
my home telephone, 630-954-1511. Thank you for consider-
ing volunteering for this important parish ministry.

George Klein
Head Usher

The Diocese of Joliet Seeks
Administrative Assistant/Secretary

to the Chief Financial Officer
The position provides administrative and secretarial assis-

tance for the Chief Financial Officer and staff of the Finance
Office. Duties and responsibilities include preparing financial
reports and presentations, assisting with budget administra-
tion, conducting appropriate communications (at direction of
CFO) to various constituencies of the Diocese and maintain-
ing various data bases serving the Diocesan Finance Office.
Some college preferred. Must have worked in this type of role
previously. Minimum five (5) years similar/relevant experi-
ence in comparable position. Ability to type minimum of 55
w.p.m. Must know word processing applications and have
spread sheet capability. Must have a “Can Do” positive atti-
tude. This is a full time, benefited position. If interested send
resume, cover letter and salary requirement to Nancy
Siemers, Director of Human Resources, at nsiemers@dioce-
seofjoliet.org, telephone 815-834-4077. 

Donate Your Old Christmas Cards
If you would like to put your old

Christmas cards to good use, please bring
the front covers to either the Bride’s
Room or Madonna Hall anytime in the
next few weeks. There will be drop–off

boxes in both places. The Craft Ladies will be using them for
the crafts that they will be making for the 2009 Christmas
Bazaar.

www.visitation.cmarket.com
Check out this website for all kinds of
interesting information regarding the

10th Annual Visitation Dinner Dance & Auction
“For the Love of Vis”

Anyone is invited to the website to view and bid on
so many exciting items up for auction, such as dinner

for eight at the Rectory with Fr. Siegel
or a reserved parking space just for you for the

weekend Mass of your choice. 
On line bidding closes Thursday 2/5/09,

so don’t waste any time.
Visit www.visitation.cmarket.com NOW!
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Chicago Province
Join Us At The Capitol

Illinois Councils of Catholic Women
Legislative Action Days

March 3–4, 2009
Within Illinois there are approximately 750,000 women

who are represented by the Councils of Catholic Women.
Nearly 800 parish councils make up six Diocesan Councils
and the statewide Illinois Councils (named the Chicago
Province after our Archdiocese) We are part of the National
Council of Catholic Women.

Agenda for March 3
10:00 A.M.—General Session at Mansion View Inn & Suites
12 noon—Tour & Lunch in the Governor’s Mansion
1:30–3:30 P.M.—General Session on Legislative Action
4:00 P.M.—Mass at the Church of the Little Flower, 200 

Stevenson Drive, Springfield 
5:00 P.M.—Wine Reception with Illinois Legislators and 

Dinner at Little Flower 
Agenda for March 4

9:00 A.M.—Briefing at the Capitol with the Catholic 
Conference of Illinois followed by 
Legislative Visits. Note: Make your legisla-
tive visit appointments in early January.

Legislative Action Days Registration Form

Name ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________

Full Address _____________________________________

Telephone _______________________________________

Cell ____________________________________________

Registration Fee: $50 which covers all materials, lunch,
Mass, reception and dinner. Deadline to register is February
15. Please note any special meal  or disability needs.

Send this completed form and check made out to “Chicago
Province” to Province Treasurer Bev Hoffman, 6139 N.
Walnut St., Springfield, IL 62707

HOTEL: Make your hotel reservations directly with the
Mansion View Inns & Suites, 529 S. Fourth St., Springfield,
IL (217-544-7411.) Ask for the Chicago Province rate of $75
per night. Meetings will be at the hotel March 3 and at the
Capitol March 4. The Capitol is 1-1/2 blocks from the hotel.
Note: For attendees in Springfield on Monday,  March 2,
there will be a Welcome Reception at Province Director, Dr.
Rebecca Woodhull’s, home that evening at 6:00, 2 Linden
Lane, Springfield (217-585-0664).

Immaculate Conception High School
Make–up Placement Exam

Class of 2013
The make-up placement exam for incoming freshmen to

ICHS will be held on Saturday, February 7 at 9:00 A.M. in the
high school. It is open to all 8th grade students who have not
taken a private high school placement test.

Pre–registration is required and there is a $30 fee. You will
also need to bring a completed Entrance Exam/Enrollment
Application, which can be found on the main page of the web-
site at www.ichsknights.org. Please bring two #2 pencils. No cal-
culators or dictionaries are allowed.

To pre-register, please call the Admissions Office at 630-530-
3484 or email Kathy Kowieski at kkowieski@ichsknights.org. If
sending an email, please include your name and phone number.

First Comes Love
Finding Your Family and Marriage in the Church

Marriage Conference
Dr. Scott and Kimberly Hahn

Saturday, February 21, 2009
Holy Angels Parish—Aurora, Illinois

Holy Angels Parish is located in Aurora, IL on Lancaster
and Hardin Ave. Please call Mimi or Rose at 630-897-1194,
ext. 26, for more information or visit the website at
www.holy-angels.org (link to Religious Ed.)

Vocation Discernment Group
The Vocation Discernment Group will hold its next meeting

on Sunday, February 22, 2009. We will meet from 3:00–5:00
P.M. and dinner will be served from 5:00–6:00 P.M. There is no
cost for this day. The topic for January is “Priestly
Celibacy”—Living a Life of Joy as a Celibate Priest.

The discernment group is for all men who are 17 years old
and older. We will do adoration for 30 minutes at the beginning
of the meeting. Come and listen to the stories of current priests
from the Diocese of Joliet!

Please contact Fr. Burke Masters at 815-834-4004 or
frburke23@aol.com if you are interested.
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Adoration Chapel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Owen & Gail Hilding  . . . . . . . . .573-0033

Marty Moran . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-8956

Altar Servers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fr. Matt Pratscher  . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6700 

Deacon Jim Eaker . . . . . . . .  . . . 530-7596

Art and Environment Committee . . . . .Tracy Carey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .993-0817

Bereavement Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Riggs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-7798

Council of Catholic Women . . . . . . . . .Leigh Ann Mazzone  . . . . . . . . . .617-9743

Couples Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe & Pat Zanghi  . . . . . . . . . . . .279-6742 

Ray & Laverne Stella. . . . . .  . .  832-8155

Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jay Janousek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-2863

Tony Spatafore. . . . . . . . . . . . .   833-2145

Jim Eaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-7596

Elizabeth Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joan Herrmann..  . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7854

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion/Lectors:

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paul & Jane Klenck  . . . . . . . . . .833-5867

Fathers’ Club.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Reardon..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7335

Finance Committee Chairperson. . . . . .Terese Feeney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-1778

Knights of Columbus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Peter Alfini  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-8072

Ladies’ Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sharon Bresnahan  . . . . . . . . . . . .530-1053

Ladies’ Bridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elaine Libovicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833-9874

Ladies’ Golf League . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lynn DeFilippis  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-5290

Little Samaritans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donna Monaghan.  . . . . . . . . . . ..834-5385

MANNA Tuition Assistance  . . . . . . . .David James.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..834-0967

Men’s Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sev Delabar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833-7766

Men’s Small Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jim Herrmann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7854

Ministers of Care  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mike Iozzo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-3929

Ministry of Praise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bob & Marilynn Hillary  . . . . . . .833-6628

Music Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Masters  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8190

PADS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dorothy Unger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833-1357

Parish Pastoral Council  . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael O’Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-2954

Prayer Groups—Blue Army . . . . . . . . .Mary Parpan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7910

Project Gabriel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rosemarie Pollitz  . . . . . . . . . . . .279-3442

Religious Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carl Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Religious Education Board  . . . . . . . . .Mary Lewis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-9173

Right To Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Bindon.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7380

Susan Reardon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-7335

RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deacon Jim Eaker  . . . . . . . . . . . .530-7596

Betty Carr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-7894

Sacristans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth Cwik  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .595-4506

Liz Beltrame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-1743

School Board Chairman. . . . . . . . . . .   Julie Gihl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-8496

Scouting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colleen Case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Jay Reidy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8769

Paul Esposito. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-4647

Social Service Outreach  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deacon Tony Spatafore . . . . . . . .204-2145

SPRED  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carl Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Melanie Schneider  . . . . . . . . . . .782-0868

Student Ministries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colleen Case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .George Klein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .954-1511

Valentino Activity Center . . . . . . . . . . .Linda Roberts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7785

“Viz” Seniors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Eastman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .617-4948

Vocation Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sue Pastouvic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-9352

Wedding Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Riggs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..832-7798

Women’s Volleyball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Darlene Pollack  . . . . . . . . . . . . ..832-4156

Bulletin Deadline Friday 4:30 P.M.  . . .Helen Pachay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6700

Meet Most Reverend Raphael Cheenath
The Divine Word Missionaries invite you to meet the Most

Reverend Raphael Cheenath, SVD, Archbishop of
Cuttack–Bhubaneswar, India. Archbishop Cheenath is a
champion of the poor and marginalized in the State of Orissa.

Recent violence against Indian Christians has left thou-
sands of families homeless. Archbishop Cheenath will speak
to the public about the current situation and his innovative
program of “Ray of Hope” to the people.

The meeting will be from 3:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. on
Saturday, February 7, at St. Alphonsa Hall at St. Thomas
Syro–Malabar Cathedral, 5000 St. Charles Road,
Bellwood.

After the meeting, Archbishop will celebrate Mass at
5:00 P.M.

Care Call
In–Home Care for Seniors

Do you know a senior who could use a little help to main-
tain their independent lifestyle safely? Someone who could
benefit from a little help with the activities of daily living,
companion care, doctor visits, travel assistance and more.
Care on Call can help. We can provide whatever assistance is
needed–—no limits living.

Care on Call is a private pay home care program of
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet. Our gift certificates are
a great way to introduce seniors to the help needed to remain
safely independent.

For information on how Care on Call can change your life
or the life of someone you love, call 800-772-2873 or visit us
at www.careoncall.org.
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