
VISITATION MISSION STATEMENT
Visitation Parish, a Roman Catholic Community in the Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois, seeks to draw all to Jesus Christ,
revelation of the Father and font of the Holy Spirit, by celebrating the Sacraments, educating people of all ages in
the Truths of the Catholic Faith, and reaching out to those who are physically, emotionally or spiritually in need.

New Parishioners, Welcome! Attend our Welcome Coffee on the last Sunday of every month after the 10:00 A.M. Mass to register, 
learn about our ministries and programs and meet our priests and some of our parish family.

Baptisms Will be every Sunday at 1:00 P.M. Parents are required to take Baptismal Class beforehand. Classes
are held every other month, so please plan ahead. Call Rectory for information.

Marriages Arrangements must be made at the Rectory at least six months in advance. Please contact the 
church before making any other arrangements. Weddings scheduled at 12:00 & 2:00 P.M. on 
Saturday. NO Sunday Weddings.

Funerals It is the responsibility of the parish to bury their dead. The funeral director will contact the parish 
regarding arrangements. No specific offering is required for the parish in connection with the
funeral liturgy.

Perpetual Adoration Chapel The Perpetual Adoration Chapel of Our Lady, Mother of the Eucharist, is available 24 hours a day for pri- 
vate prayer and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, exposed on the Altar. The Chapel is located in the 
Convent building (south of the church).

St. Peregrine Novena Devotions in honor of Saint Peregrine, the patron saint of those who suffer with cancer will be held 
the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 P.M. in the church.

Visits to the Sick Due to changes in hospital admitting policies, it is necessary to inform the Rectory when hospital-
ized parishioners would like a visit from a priest or deacon. Catholic chaplains are assigned to area
hospitals to administer the Sacraments. Visitation parish priests visit Elmhurst Hospital twice a 
week on Tuesdays and Fridays.

MARCH 1, 2009
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

779 S. YORK ROAD • ELMHURST, ILLINOIS

CHURCH WEBSITE: www.visitationparish.org
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.visitationelmhurst.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Joseph Siegel
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Matthew Pratscher
Weekend Assistant
Rev. Theodore D. Suchy, O.S.B.
Deacons
Jay Janousek, Anthony Spatafore
James Eaker
School Principal
Sr. Thomas Leo Monahan, O.P.
Religious Education
Mr. Carl Scheeler
Pastoral Associate/Facilities Mgr.
Deacon Anthony Spatafore
Parish Music Director
Mrs. Barbara Masters
Youth Ministry
Mrs. Colleen Case
Business Manager
Mrs. Debbie Johnson
Counseling Services
Ms. Tracy Nemecek, MA, LCPC
834-6700, ext. 202

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:15 PM
Sunday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00, 8:30, 10:00,

11:30 AM and 5:15 PM
Daily Masses
Monday-Friday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:15, 8:15 AM
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:15 AM

Confession
Saturday  . . . . .4:00-5:00 PM or by appointment

PHONE NUMBERS
Rectory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(630) 834-6700
Office Hours: Mon.–Fri., 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M.
Rectory Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6711
Convent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-4027

799 South York
Music Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8190
School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-4931
School Fax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-4936
Religious Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

851 South York
Youth Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058 ext. 503
Office Hours: M-F 9-3; Wed. Evening 5-8:30
email: visitationstudentministries@yahoo.com
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Lent
From Ashes to Easter

A Time of Preparation
“The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” (Mk 1:15)

This passage from the Gospel of St. Mark introduces us to Lenten Season—a period of forty days reflecting on God’s saving
work and our conversion of heart. Lent is a time of transformation—a time when we remove distractions from our lives, slow
down and ask God to help us once again experience the depths of His love, His desire to be in a personal relationship with us.

Jesus Christ’s journey into the desert recalls the Exodus, the forty year journey of the ancient Israelites from slavery in Egypt
to the freedom of the Promised Land. The Exodus was a period of purgation, a time of temptation and purification of the mind,
the heart and the soul. While they were constantly tempted to return to Egypt, to their idolatry, the Lord sought them out and
called them back to himself. God stating that “I will be your God and you will be my people” reassuring them that He will
remain with them. Likewise in the Gospel we hear of Christ’s temptations and his promise that “the kingdom of God is at hand.”
In our Lord’s temptations, he experiences the temptations of our lives. He truly knows what it means to be tempted because He
wrestled with the very same struggles we endure and overcame them.

Jesus calls us to repent because He knows our human weakness and desires to be in a relationship with him. He wants us to
live with Him, in Him, and through Him that we might become the Saints that God has called us to be. God has given us the
means to know him, to love him, to rejoice in Him and has promised us that the Kingdom of Heaven is already among us.

The Lenten Liturgy
The liturgy during the season of Lent is distinctive in many ways. The Church carefully plans the readings, prayers and rit-

uals to reflect the penitential tone of these forty days. Some of these Lenten adaptations include:
1. The Gloria is omitted at Sunday Masses to express the more subdued feeling of the Lenten Masses. Other than on spe-

cial feast days, the Gloria won’t be sung again until the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
2. The Alleluia is omitted for similar reasons as the Gloria. However, the Alleluia won’t be sung again until the Easter 

Vigil to celebrate the Resurrection.
3. Musical instruments are played only to help support the singing, so there is no solo instrumental music (e.g. preludes 

or postludes) played during Mass, except on the Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday).
4. Likewise, no flowers or plants adorn the altar or the sanctuary, except on Laetare Sunday.
5. The priests and deacons wear violet vestments, except on Laetare Sunday, when rose vestments may be worn.
6. The Eucharistic Prayers for Reconciliation are especially appropriate during Lent. These prayers speak eloquently of 

God’s gracious mercy, expressed in Jesus suffering and death, and our need for repentance. The texts for these prayers 
are found in the missalette, following the four usual Eucharistic Prayers.

In our parish, we also celebrate this season by singing the Mass acclamations in Gregorian Chant. Many of these chants were
written over 1000 years ago and have been sung by Christians for centuries. The official language of the Roman Liturgy is Latin
and the Second Vatican Council highly recommended that all members of the Church should learn these basic Latin chants as
a sign of the universality of our faith and our unity with Catholics throughout the world. However, the Kyrie Eleison (Lord,
have mercy) is Greek, and is a reminder of our union with Byzantine (Eastern Rite) Catholics.

In these ways, the Church invites us to participate in the liturgies of this holy season with our whole heart, soul and body,
that through this Lenten pilgrimage we might experience the grace of true conversion and be prepared to celebrate the Sacred
Triduum of Holy Week with renewed faith, hope and love.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Lent is the primary season of reconciliation in the Church year and everyone is encouraged to receive this Sacrament

during this time.  This Sacrament is celebrated each Saturday from 4:00–5:00 P.M. Confessions will also be heard on the
Sundays of Lent before the 8:30, 10:00 and 11:30 A.M. Masses, on Thursday evenings from 6:30–7:30 P.M. in the
Adoration Chapel and before the Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings in the church. There will also be extend-
ed times for confession during Holy Week.
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Daily Altar Server Assignments
Monday–Friday, March 2–6

6:15 A.M. Joseph Koelle, Steven Knopf
8:15 A.M. Brian Konopacz, Gina Leali

Friday, March 6—Stations
7:00 P.M. Amanda Lewis, Colleen Maloney

Saturday, March 7
8:15 A.M. Brian Konopacz, Gina Leali

Readings for the Week of March 1, 2009
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt
3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/ Mt
6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk
11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16,
23-25/Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt
5:20-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt
5:43-48
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a,
10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-
34/Mk 9:2-10

Lectors &
Music

Ministers*

Eucharistic
Ministers

Altar Servers

Saturday
March 7
5:15 P.M.

Andy
Packhem

Barb Masters*
M.S.Ensemble

Celeste Donner
Sue Maloney
Jeanne Regan
Lilia Zamar

Colin Macgregor
R. J. Lewis

Erin Maloney

Sunday
March 8
7:00 A.M.

Laura Kern

Barb Masters*

C. Bogdanowicz
Lisa Galvin

M. Hammerschmidt
Rita McGreal

Carly Matuszewski
Tom Mayfield

Kaleigh Mazzone

Sunday
March 8
8:30 A.M.

Steve Borello
Jim Brown*

Elaine
Barone*

Jay Foot
Katie Gallagher

Bob Lawton
Patti Riggs

Ainsley McGrath
Maggie Mitchell

KC Morris

Sunday
March 8

10:00 A.M.
Paul Klenck

Adult Choir*

Joyce Bennett
Moira Papp

Erin Radcliff
M.E. Schneider
Alicia Smaga
Rosalie Ward
Rob Bennett

Nancy Hamilton
Helen Krajewski

Susan Stanisz

Drew Mueller
Elliot Mueller

Brendan Nemeth

Sunday
March 8

11:30 A.M.

Danuta
Rozycka

Barb Masters*
H.S.Chorale*

Josephine Formato
Deborah Halka

Mary Ohm
Mary Walsh

Andy Muno
Brad Muno

Mairead Norton

Sunday
March 8
5:15 P.M.

Paul Polillo

Jim Brown*

Roman Lewis
Lynn Roeges
Rex Roeges

Ron Wayman

Maggie O’Brien
Kristen O’Malley

Brian O’Neil

The Sunday offering last weekend
amounted to $23,854.13.

92 parishioners contributed through
E–GIVING.

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our parish.

I. Michael Sciortino and Vincentina Cannistra

LECTOR, EUCHARISTIC MINISTER, MUSIC
MINISTER AND ALTAR SERVER
ASSIGNMENTS FOR MARCH 7–8

Please remember Visitation Parish
in your will and estate planning.

Please call the Rectory at 630-834-6700
for more information. Thank you.

John Krueger

Jack Ross, son of Salvatore and
Kerri (Thomas) Cardamone

Salvatore Vincenzo, son of Vincenzo and
Jennifer (Desmond) Liotta

Nicholas Jack, son of Santo and
Kelly (Riordan) Campione
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Hello Visitation Parish,
My name is Steven Borello and I am a second year theologian for the

Diocese of Joliet. For the next three months I will have the privilege of being
your resident seminarian and I wanted to share a little bit about myself with
you. I grew up in Glen Ellyn, Illinois with my parents John and Penny Borello
and my three sisters. We have been lifelong parishioners at St. James the
Apostle Parish in Glen Ellyn where I made my First Communion and received
Confirmation. I was active in the parish as an altar server, youth representative
to the Parish Council and as a Eucharistic Minister. I attended Glen Crest
Middle School and Glenbard South High School. After graduating from
Glenbard South High School in the spring of 2005, I attended the University
of Illinois studying chemistry and chemical engineering.

While at the University of Illinois, I went through two distinct phases. The
first was a period of questioning the Church’s teachings and traditions which prepared me for a deep conversion. The
second phase was a period of transformation in which the faith my family handed on to me, became my own. At the U
of I, I occasionally attended the Newman Center for Sunday Mass throughout the course of my freshman and sopho-
more years but when junior year arrived, the Newman Center became like home. I joined a discernment group, bible
studies and the Koinonia retreat program. While in the discernment group, I realized that to my initial surprise the Lord
was asking me to enter seminary. Upon completion of my degrees, I began to study at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, for the Diocese of Peoria.

My three years in the Diocese of Peoria were truly blessed years. I was able to use many of my talents and skills for the
diocese as they formed me and helped me in my discernment. At the start of last school year, I discerned that I was called
to return to my home diocese, the Diocese of Joliet, where the seeds of my vocation had been planted long ago. This is my
first year as a seminarian for the diocese and I am truly thankful to be a part of it. I am now studying at Mundelein Seminary
in Mundelein, Illinois with thirty other men in my class. It is truly wonderful. I greatly appreciate all the prayers and sup-
port that you have already shown me and look forward to meeting each and every one of you.

Your Brother in Christ,
Steven Borello

Bishop Sartain Gives
an Online Lenten Retreat

Bishop Peter Sartain will offer an ONLINE LENTEN
RETREAT starting Ash Wednesday. He will present two
short recorded talks each week, along with several scripture
passages for further reflection. These will assist and inspire
us to begin an authentic journey of conversion and a
renewed commitment to prayer, penitence, almsgiving and
self-denial.

It can be found at: www.diocesesofjoliet.org.

Tridentine (Latin) Mass
The Latin Mass according to the Missal of John XXIII (Tridentine

Mass) is offered each Sunday evening at 5:30 P.M. at the historic Sts.
Peter and Paul Church in Naperville. The celebrants for these
Masses are the priests of St. John Cantius Church. The church is
located at 36 N. Ellsworth (tel. 630-355-1081).

The Latin Mass (extraordinary form) according to the 1962
Missal is offered every Sunday at 10:00 A.M. at St. John
Vianney Church in Northlake (on Wolf Rd. just north of North
Ave.) in the lower level chapel (below the main church).
Booklets are provided to follow the liturgy for those unfamiliar
with the older form.

Communion for the
Homebound and/or Elderly

Do you know someone who is homebound and/or
elderly and cannot attend Mass but would like to receive
communion? Please contact Deacon Tony at 630-834-
6700, ext. 235, to arrange a visit.
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High School Youth Group
VisitationYG4U@yahoo.com

Jr. High School Youth Group
VisitationJrHYG4U@yahoo.com

College W.A.L.K.
CollegeW_A_L_K@yahoo.com

Remember to keep bringing your old newspapers, maga-
zines, junk mail and papers to our yellow and green paper
recycling bins. It’s a great way to help Visitation School as
well as a way to help save the earth.

One bin is located on the parking lot off Kearsage near
the convent and the other is on the parking lot south of the
school building near York Street. You can bring your paper
goods at any time during the day or evening.

This is one fundraiser where everyone in the parish can
help—it costs nothing to participate.

MANNA
R.E. & Visitation School Tuition Assistance Program

This past week 52 Visitation Grade School and 3
Religious Education families purchased $18,362 and $1,020
in gift certificates.

The MANNA team is always open to new ideas that will
improve our program and bring in more participants to enjoy
the benefits we have to offer—‘free’ money earned to apply
toward tuition costs. Maybe each of you could pick up cer-
tificates for a friend not able to visit our Walk–in Service or
could encourage others as to the ease of using the program.
We can all play a big part in the success we are having with
our program and could even help it to grow more.

Now you can visit the school website (www.visita-
tionelmhurst.org) to view or print our most recently updated
MANNA Order Form.

For additional information or to place a large order, please call
David James at 630-834-0967 before 6:00 P.M. Sunday evening.

MANNA Walk-in Service
Wednesday Evening 7:30–8:30 P.M.

Friday Afternoon 2:00–3:30 P.M.
(Location: Madonna Hall)

HSYG MEETING DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDAR

UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

MARCH 7, 2009 FRANCISCAN SOUP KITCHEN, Chicago, 3:30–7:00 P.M.
MARCH 22, 2009 SCRIPTURE EXCHANGE TEEN BIBLE STUDY

1:00–2:00 P.M., SCHOOL LIBRARY

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 6:30–8:00 P.M.— PODESTA HALL
This week’s topic is  “LENT. Do I have time for that.” ALL High School Teens are invited.
Come for a night of music, games, learning and just hanging with your friends and growing
in your faith: Have you stopped yet this week? If not, then YOU NEED TO! The busier you
are, the MORE you NEED YOUTH GROUP!!

LENTEN CONNECTIONS
Bishop Peter Sartain will offer an ONLINE LENTEN RETREAT starting Ash

Wednesday. He will present two short recorded talks each week, along with several scrip-
ture passages for further reflection. These will assist and inspire us to begin an authentic
journey of conversion and a renewed commitment to prayer, penitence, almsgiving and
self-denial. It can be found at: www.diocesesofjoliet.org.

NEXT JrHYG MEETING
FRIDAY, MARCH 6     8:00–10:00 P.M. VALENTINO CENTER (Gym)
Come for a night of massive fun—Pirates Prison, SPUD and Human Football.

Come grow in your faith and earn service hours.
This week we will have the Pirates Prison Showdown: Boys vs. Girls.

Come on out and support your team.

UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

MARCH 7, 2009, FRANCISCAN SOUP KITCHEN, Chicago, 3:30–7:00 P.M.

JrHYG MEETING DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDAR

NEW: SCRIPTURE EXCHANGE—TEEN BIBLE STUDY—4th Sunday of Month
Scripture Exchange: Studying Gospel of John 1-10—COST: $7.50 (study guide)
This is a first ever for our teens here at Visitation; A BIBLE STUDY designed express-

ly for the High School and College age teen. Its purpose is to provide teens with the tools to
understand for themselves the truths found in scripture and to develop their OWN personal
relationship with Jesus. Scripture Study featured Topics are:

Register online at visitationstudentministries@yahoo.com or call Student Ministries at
630-279-7058, x 503.

SUMMER 2009 MISSION TRIP REGISTRATION MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 7:00 P.M. IN SCHOOL LIBRARY

NEW—COLLEGE CARE PACKAGE PROGRAM
The Student Ministries Department is starting a new program exclusively for our
COLLEGE TEENS—C2P2. See page 12 in this bulletin for sign up information.

CORE GROUP MEETING—MARCH 8, 1:00–2:30 P.M., McCafe, OBK

LENTEN CONNECTIONS
Bishop Peter Sartain will offer an ONLINE LENTEN RETREAT starting Ash

Wednesday. He will present two short recorded talks each week, along with several scrip-
ture passages for further reflection. These will assist and inspire us to begin an authentic
journey of conversion and a renewed commitment to prayer, penitence, almsgiving and
self-denial. It can be found at: www.diocesesofjoliet.org.
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Please join the Apostleship of Prayer in praying daily for the
monthly intentions of our Holy Father. Since 1844 the entire
day has been offered to God for the salvation of souls, the
intentions of all Apostles of Prayer and the intentions of the
Pope. The Holy Father gives two intentions each month—one
a general intention, the other an intention for world missions.

Daily Offering Prayer
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer

You my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day in
union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the
world. I offer them for all the intentions of Your Sacred
Heart: the salvation of souls, reparation for sin, and the
reunion of all Christians.

I offer them for the intentions of our bishops and of all
Apostles of Prayer, and in particular for those recommended
by our Holy Father this month.

Our Holy Father’s Monthly Intentions
March 2009

Dignity of Women. That all nations of our world may grow
in appreciation of the dignity and value of women and their
roles in society. 
Church Unity in China. That all the bishops, priests, con-
secrated persons and laity of the Catholic Church in China
may strive to be instruments of unity, communion and
peace, as enjoined by the letter sent to them by Pope
Benedict XVI.

Vocation Prayer Calendar
In conjunction with the Joliet Area Vocation Association (JAVA)

and Serra Club of DuPage County, the Vocation Office for the
Diocese of Joliet is introducing a “Vocation Prayer Calendar.”
Every day people are asked to pray for a different person or group
of people. The list includes Bishop Sartain, priests, sisters, brothers,
deacons and all those in formation within the Diocese of Joliet.
Following is the list for the month of MARCH.

1. Sebastian Gargol (Seminarian) 
2. Frs. Grzegorz Podwysocki and James Nowak 
3. Srs. M. Sylvianne Mattern, Margaret McGuckin, Patricia 

McGuckin, Anna Clare Meyer, Dolores Marie McLaughlin
and Anna Marie Metz, OSF 

4. All Seminarians (St. Charles Borromeo) 
5. Paul Kim (Deacon Candidate) 
6. Frs. Matthew Pratscher and Robert Noesen 
7. Frs. Wm. Dennis Ryan and Ronald Scarlata 
8. Srs. Mary Lou Henderson, Mary Juarez, Joan Markus, 

Thomas Marie Lang, Phyllis Bradtke, Cabrini Ganz, Caran
Hart and Bernita Hessling, SSND 

9. Brs. Raymond McManaman, Martin Michuda, Regis 
Morgan and David Pieters FSC 

10. Frs. John Sponder and Joseph Stalzer 
11. Frs. Joseph Maisonneuve and John Welch, O.Carm and 

Venard Kommer, OFM 
12. Srs. M. Judith Kurry, Barbara Kwiatowski, Karen Marie 

Lanigan, M. Christine Lentsch and Lorita Lawler, OSF 
13. Abbots Hugh Anderson and Dismas Kalcic 
14. Jason Stone (Seminarian) 
15. Frs. Tuan Van Nguyen and Michael Valente
16. Srs. Joanne Marusa, June Marshall, Patricia Britt, Maria 

Brizuela, Rosemarie Burian, Marianne Cardosi, Pat David 
and Timothy Marie Flaherty, OSF 

17. Frank Annerino (Deacon Candidate) 
18. Dcns. Jose L. Lopez, Daniel Mahoney, Robert Malek and  

Thomas Marciani and Laurence Lisak 
19. Srs. Barbara Ann Svec, Mary Susanne Thome, Mary 

Gilbert Tuma, M. Charlotte Vesely, Regina Ann 
Weissmann and Joanne Williams, OSB 

20. Raed Bader (Seminarian) 
21. Frs. Anthony Nugent and Ernest Norbeck 
22. Frs. Nguyen Huy Quyen and John Sebahar 
23. Cristina Soyad (In Formation) 
24. Milt Leppert (Deacon Candidate) 
25. Frs. Louis Rogge, Edward Ward, John Welch and Lambert 

Zulkie, O. Carm 
26. Edward Szymanski (Deacon Candidate) 
27. Frs. Edward O’Malley and Donald O’Connor 
28. Srs. Jeanne Francis Haley, Theresa Marie Pfeffer, Raphael 

Schmitz, Libby Dahlstrom, Mary Martin, Mary Vianney 
Dinh and Ann McCartney, O.Carm 

29. Dcns. Phillip Marrow, Santos Martinez, Alexander 
McConnell, David Meador, James Krueger, Ken Kubica, 
Timothy Kueper and Richard Balgeman

30. Jesse Tagle (Deacon Candidate) 
31. Frs. Patrick Murphy and Ron Nietzke

Concert In The Church
Saturday, March 21, 7:00 P.M.

Free Admission

Mr. Jack Miuccio, Cantor

Barbara Masters, Accompanist

Featuring music from Jack’s new CD
“We Trust In You”
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Mr. Paul Esposito, a long–time Visitation parishioner, has
been writing essays on various respect life issues for several
years. His thought provoking articles are now available on a
website, Culture of Life: http://www.the-culture-of-life.com.
Paul’s essays provide valuable insight and resources as we
strive to build the Culture of Life in our country and our
world, following the example of Pope John Paul the Great
and Pope Benedict.

Lighthouse Catholic Media Adult Catechisis
Do you want to learn more about your church and the

Catholic faith? Have you questioned God’s existence in your
life? Are you looking for answers to defend your faith?

Please look at the new CDs in the back of the church.
There are twelve Catholic titles to help you learn the truth
about your Catholic faith and change your life.

Evening Bible Study

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 3.
Chapters 5 through 8 in the Book of Joshua will be cov-
ered. The meeting begins at 7:30 P.M. in Madonna Hall.
All are welcome. Please read the chapters, bring your
bible and join us.

Lord, Who Threw Out These Forty Days?
As we enter into our first full week of Lent, let’s do it with

an attitude of happiness and enthusiasm and take advantage
of the season. There is so much gloom and doom in the world
but Lent can be a beautiful time for personal renewal. Some
of us have lost our jobs; can’t pay our bills; our teens have
gone haywire; and we suffer from physical and emotional
problems. Who can possibly add Lent to all of this and come
out smiling?

Look at it in a different light, a different way, from a new
perspective. Truly make the effort to love God with your
whole heart and soul. He is our Love, our Provider, our
Solution, our Hope, our Healer. He turns our suffering into
joy. He makes sense out of our confusing lives.

Here’s a suggestion. Take this scripture reading with you to
the Adoration Chapel. Let it soak into your being, word for
word, in front of Jesus all during Lent.

Lord, I will be with you throughout these forty days.
Happy Lent! 

The Adoration Chapel is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week.

Were You There
When They Crucified Our Lord

“When He returned to His disciples, He found them
asleep.  He said to Peter, ‘So you could not stay awake with
Me for even an hour? Be on guard, and pray that you may
not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh
weak.’” Matthew 26: 40-41

Make this Lenten season meaningful by being there for
our Lord for a very special hour. Please join your friends in
Christ for a Lenten Holy Hour. Walk with Christ on the Via
Dolorosa. Bring your joys and sorrows to Jesus in the
Eucharist. Come and experience the Lord’s presence
adorned with Benediction, Rosary, music and fellowship.

Visitation Church
Saturday, March 14, 2009

7:00–8:00 P.M.
Our Lord is awaiting your visit!

Respect Life Website

Be sincere of heart and steadfast,
undisturbed in time of adversity.

Cling to him, forsake him not; thus will your future be great.
Accept whatever befalls you, in crushing misfortune be patient;

For in fire gold is tested,
and worthy men in the crucible of humiliation.

Trust God and he will help you;
make straight your ways and hope in him.
You who fear the Lord, wait for his mercy,

turn not away lest you fall.
You who fear the Lord, trust him,
and your reward will not be lost.

You who fear the Lord, hope for good things,
for lasting joy and mercy.

Has anyone hoped in the Lord and been disappointed?
Has anyone called upon him and been rebuffed?

Compassionate and merciful is the Lord;
He forgives sins, he saves in time of trouble.

Sirach 2:1-11
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Rosebud Program Intentions

In our calling to respect the dignity and worth of all life,
the Elizabeth Ministry requests that you please remember
in your prayers the following intentions placed at the stat-
ue of the Visitation this past week:

1 intention for those who are pregnant and their
unborn babies.

1 intention for those families celebrating births
and/or adoptions.

1 intention for those grieving a miscarriage, still 
birth, abortion or infant or child death.

intention remembering those wanting to
conceive or adopt.

Catholic Reading Club-March 2009

The participants of the Catholic Reading Club of
Visitation Parish seek to read books which enhance their
understanding and appreciation of their Catholic Faith and
to enable them to be better prepared to give a reason for
their hope (St. Peter).

The book selected for March is The Great Heresies by
Hiliare Belloc. The Great Heresies is considered one of the
greatest books written by Hiliare Belloc, the famous 20th

century Catholic writer and historian. Belloc outlines in
simple terms for his readers, not only the meaning and
influence of heresy against the Catholic Church, but the
impact on the entire world. The book has been recommend-
ed “as a precisely worded, profoundly insightful book that
will reward the reader with an accurate appreciation for the
direction of history—as we are living it today.”

The Catholic Reading Club will meet to discuss this
book on Thursday, March 12, 2009, in Madonna Hall
from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M If you wish to participate in this
discussion, we recommend you call Renee Regole at 630-
832-7903 for a copy of the study guide.

When Catholics are nearing death, the Church invites
these persons to receive the sacraments to give them spiritu-
al strength and comfort as they prepare for their journey
home to God. These sacraments include Confession,
Anointing and the Reception of Holy Communion (often
called “viaticum”, literally “the food for the journey”). These
sacraments are most fruitful for the person if they conscious,
alert and able to participate in the rites. Therefore, we
encourage you to contact the rectory and ask for a priest to
administer the sacraments early enough so that your loved
one will be able to be fully engaged in the celebration. Also,
while the priests try to be available as much as possible,
there are times that they are not able to come on short notice.
They want to be present to minister to the dying, so whenev-
er feasible, please contact the priests a least a couple of days
before the matter becomes urgent.

Please note that the Anointing of the Sick is not only for
the dying. This sacrament is also for those with a serious
illness or preparing for major surgery, so please call the
Rectory if you or a loved one would like to be anointed.

Sacraments for the Dying St. Vincent de Paul

March 21–22
Spring Cleaning? This seems like the perfect time to

clear your home of all that extra clutter. So, start taking lit-
tle walks through your home and pick out those gently used
extras that are just taking up space. Why not share these
extras with those in need!

We are having a collection for the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul looking for clean, gently used clothing,
shoes, cookware, linens, dishes, knickknacks, toys,
books, lamps, etc.

Your donations will benefit the needy.
Please fill your heavy–duty bags and boxes with clean,

gently used items and bring them with you when you come
for Mass on March 21 and 22.

Volunteers will be there to help you with your donations.
No hangers please.
For donations of furniture and other large items, please

call 630-231-4658 to schedule a truck to come to your
home. Furniture will not be accepted at the clothing
drive.

Thank you for helping. Receipts are always
gladly given.



VISITATION, ELMHURST, IL MARCH 1, 2009

Page 10



VISITATION, ELMHURST, IL MARCH 1, 2009

Page 11



VISITATION, ELMHURST, IL MARCH 1, 2009

Page 12

New College Care Package Program
The Student Ministries Department is starting a new program exclusively for our COLLEGE TEENS—C2P2.
This is a first ever for our COLLEGE AGED teens here at Visitation—whether your college student is local or away we

INVITE ALL OUR collegiates to sign up (and YES, mom and dad can sign up their teen!!) Simply fill out the form below
and return it to the Rectory, to the attention of COLLEEN CASE: COLLEGE CARE PROGRAM. We will take it from there.
Your teen will receive a care package to remind them they are still part of our parish family and we are thinking about them.
The first packages will arrive just in time to help the students start a good Lent and prepare for Easter.

Cut out and return to RECTORY: ATTN: COLLEEN CASE

The C2P2 Registration FORM—Registration Fee: $25 per student

Students Name (Recipient)_____________________________ College/University Attending ________________________

College Address _____________________________________________________________________

College Phone/or contact phone number:___________________________ Date of Birth __________________________

College Email : _________________________________________@___________________________

Year in School: _____________Major and other activities or groups :___________________________________________

Special needs/Special Allergies (food/lotions, soaps, etc....)____________________________________________________

And contact information while at home for the holidays or breaks:

HOME ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE:______________________________________________________________________________________

PARENTS NAMES:___________________________________________________________________________________

PARENTS EMAIL : _______________________________________________@__________________________________

Packages for Our Military Personnel
The Elmhurst American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 187, is gath-

ering names and addresses of service personnel from the
Elmhurst area so they can include them when they ship these
packages to our forces overseas. The Post also offers returning
personnel a place where they can talk to others who have lived
through similar military experiences.

If you have someone or know someone who you would like to
receive these mailings, please contact Ray Jordan at 630-833-
2126 or contact the Legion Post directly at 630-833-7800.

CCW Craft Night—Monday, March 9
The CCW Fashion Show Committee is looking for volunteers

for our Craft Night. We need your help with projects for the 2009
Fashion Show “Into The Wild.” Please join us for a fun night on
Monday, March 9 at 7:00 P.M. in Podesta Hall.

We need you to help us cut, glue, paint, stamp and assemble.
Don’t worry—you don’t need to be “crafty”—everyone is wel-
come to help. Please let us know if you can “lend your hands.”
Call or email Karen Mitchell, 630-279-2681; email krop-
karen@comcast.net or Grace Pezza, 630-941-7482; email
Grazkasp@aol.com
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Adoration Chapel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Owen & Gail Hilding  . . . . . . . . .573-0033

Marty Moran . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-8956

Altar Servers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fr. Matt Pratscher  . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6700 

Deacon Jim Eaker . . . . . . . .  . . . 530-7596

Art and Environment Committee . . . . .Tracy Carey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .993-0817

Bereavement Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Riggs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-7798

Council of Catholic Women . . . . . . . . .Leigh Ann Mazzone  . . . . . . . . . .617-9743

Couples Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe & Pat Zanghi  . . . . . . . . . . . .279-6742 

Ray & Laverne Stella. . . . . .  . .  832-8155

Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jay Janousek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-2863

Tony Spatafore. . . . . . . . . . . . .   833-2145

Jim Eaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-7596

Elizabeth Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joan Herrmann..  . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7854

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion/Lectors:

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paul & Jane Klenck  . . . . . . . . . .833-5867

Fathers’ Club.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Reardon..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7335

Finance Committee Chairperson. . . . . .Terese Feeney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-1778

Knights of Columbus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Peter Alfini  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-8072

Ladies’ Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sharon Bresnahan  . . . . . . . . . . . .530-1053

Ladies’ Bridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elaine Libovicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833-9874

Ladies’ Golf League . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lynn DeFilippis  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-5290

Little Samaritans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donna Monaghan.  . . . . . . . . . . ..834-5385

MANNA Tuition Assistance  . . . . . . . .David James.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..834-0967

Men’s Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sev Delabar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833-7766

Men’s Small Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jim Herrmann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7854

Ministers of Care  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mike Iozzo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-3929

Ministry of Praise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bob & Marilynn Hillary  . . . . . . .833-6628

Music Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Masters  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8190

PADS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Terry & Jessica Leen  . . . . . . . . .279-8476

Parish Pastoral Council  . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael O’Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-2954

Prayer Groups—Blue Army . . . . . . . . .Mary Parpan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7910

Project Gabriel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rosemarie Pollitz  . . . . . . . . . . . .279-3442

Religious Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carl Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Religious Education Board  . . . . . . . . .Mary Lewis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-9173

Right To Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Judy Bindon.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7380

Susan Reardon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-7335

RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deacon Jim Eaker  . . . . . . . . . . . .530-7596

Betty Carr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-7894

Sacristans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth Cwik  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .595-4506

Liz Beltrame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-1743

School Board Chairman. . . . . . . . . . .   Julie Gihl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-8496

Scouting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colleen Case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Jay Reidy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8769

Paul Esposito. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-4647

Social Service Outreach  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deacon Tony Spatafore . . . . . . . .204-2145

SPRED  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carl Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Melanie Schneider  . . . . . . . . . . .782-0868

Student Ministries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colleen Case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .George Klein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .954-1511

Valentino Activity Center . . . . . . . . . . .Linda Roberts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7785

“Viz” Seniors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Eastman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .617-4948

Vocation Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sue Pastouvic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-9352

Wedding Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Riggs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..832-7798

Women’s Volleyball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Darlene Pollack  . . . . . . . . . . . . ..832-4156

Bulletin Deadline Friday 4:30 P.M.  . . .Helen Pachay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6700

Visitation Youth Group
2009 Summer Mission Trip

Informational Sign–up/Enrollment Meeting
Thursday, March 5, 7:00–8:00 P.M.

Visitation School Library

Immaculate Conception H.S. Honor Roll
The following Visitation graduates were recognized recently on

the ICHS Honor Roll for the second quarter. Congratulations to:
1st Honor Roll

Pat Burke Bridget McCann
Jennifer Clementi Judy Morris
Julie D’Agostino Emily North
Natalie D’Agostino Robert Peachey
Antonio Del Fiacco Megan Perez
Joshua Fenton Nick Perrone
Dan Headley Patrick Radoha
Stephen Maloney Gracie Vertovec
Molly McCann Andrew Vitek

2nd Honor Roll
Joe Burke Kelly Mulligan
Kaleigh Dempsey Maggie Ryan
Tom Hart Nick Stam
Katie McCarthy Abby West
Matt McMahon

Some Thoughts to Ponder
A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.
Don’t wait for six strong men to take you to church.
Most people want to serve God but only in an advisory

position.
Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.
God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called.
Compassion is difficult to give away because it keeps com-

ing back.
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