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Thank You
Valentino Center was decked out in its finest last weekend

where we celebrated Bishop Siegel’s ordination at a gala recep-
tion. We estimate that approximately 1,000–1,200 people were
gathered to congratulate Bishop Siegel and partake in the won-
derful food and drink that was prepared by our many volunteers.

Many hours were put in by our committee heads in both
the planning and preparation of this event. We would like to
thank them for their creativity and hard work.

• General Food Planning and Preparation: Maureen
Micek and Terri DiLeo

• Food Preparation and Serving Team Leaders: 
Laura Murphy, Sue Pastuovic, Swat Pacold and Rita 
Nemeth

• Baked Goods: Sue Maloney
• Decorations: Cathy DeBernardis, Mary Ellyn 

Schneider, Patti Riggs and Elaine Klein
• Line Hostesses: Melanie Schneider
• Volunteers: Jackie Osterhout
• Cleanup: Leigh Ann Mazzone, Fathers’ Club, 

Scouts and the many, many volunteers who pitched in
to leave Valentino Center spotless!

• Parking: CCW husbands
PLUS ALL THE VOLUNTEERS, who worked alongside

our committee members to set up, cook, serve, clean up and
pitch in wherever their services were needed—THANK
YOU—THANK YOU—THANK YOU!!!!

Debbie Johnson
Business Manager

About the Bishop: The Triple Blessing
Our pastor, Bishop Siegel, was ordained a bishop on

January 17. You may have noticed . . .
Bishop Siegel blesses by making the sign of the cross

three times.
This act goes back to ancient customs of blessing by

making the sign of the cross according to each person of the
Trinity: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. As the act of bless-
ing and making the sign of the cross changed over time and
was different according to various cultures, Pope Clement
VIII, in the 16th century, reserved this form of blessing to
bishops.

The bishop is our shepherd and has the “fullness of the
priesthood.” Priests and deacons, who bless publicly by
making the sign of the cross over others, look to the bishop
in caring for the people through the administration of “holy
things,” especially the sacraments, the faith and blessings.
So the bishop blesses so perfectly by tracing the sign of the
cross three times when he blesses, each cross corresponding
to one of the Persons of the Holy Trinity.

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord
Candlemas Day

Tuesday, February 2
Tuesday, February 2, is the Feast of the Presentation of the

Lord Jesus in the Temple, traditionally known as Candlemas
Day. Candles for use in your home will be blessed and made
available at the 6:15 and 8:15 A.M. Masses on Tuesday.

In the days before the reform of the liturgy (prior to 1963) all
of the candles to be used in church for the coming year would be
blessed on this day. Also on this day we bless the candles used
for the Feast of St. Blase, on which we give the traditional bless-
ing of throats, using blessed candles. It’s easy to see why on such
a day when candles are so much a part of the day’s celebration
that the popular name for the Mass celebrated on this feast day
is called “candle-Mass”, hence the name Candlemas Day.

Feast of St. Blaise—Bishop and Martyr
Wednesday, February 3

Wednesday, February 3, is the Feast of St. Blaise, a Bishop
and Martyr of the early Church. For many centuries St. Blaise
has been the patron saint of those with ailments of the throat. He
has been the saint to ask for prayers to protect you from throat
ailments and every other illness.

The Blessing of the Throats will be held on Wednesday,
February 3, at the 6:15 and 8:15 A.M. Masses. Please bring
friends and family and join us to ask for the intercession of St.
Blaise and for the healing touch of the Lord in our lives.

Fr. Theodore to Retire
Fr. Theodore Suchy, OSB, our Sunday assistant since

2000, will be retiring from weekend parish ministry in early
February. As Father Theodore shared with the parish some
time ago, he has been battling Parkinson’s Disease for the last
few years. However, the effects of this disease have become
more pronounced over the past several months so that it has
become very difficult for Father to enunciate clearly when he
speaks. Our deacons have been assisting Father by reading his
homilies, but it is still a struggle for Father to offer the prayers
of the Mass. For this reason, he has decided to step down as
our weekend assistant.

Father Theodore will celebrate a special Farewell Mass
on Sunday, February 7, at 8:30 A.M. A reception in the
Narthex will follow the liturgy, which will provide an
opportunity for parishioners to thank Father for his many
years of faithful service to Visitation.
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Daily Altar Server Assignments
Monday–Friday, February 1–5

6:15 A.M. Lauren Vorel, Frank Vasquez
8:15 A.M. Grace Vitek, Gretchen Vitek

Saturday, February 6
8:15 A.M. Grace Vitek, Gretchen Vitek

Readings for the Week of January 31, 2010
Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1
Cor 12:31---13:13 or 13:4-
13/Lk 4:21-30
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30;
16:5-13/Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb
2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-
32
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-
17/Mk 6:1-6

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-
12/Mk 6:7-13
Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-
29
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk
6:30-34
Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1
Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk
5:1-11

The Sunday offering last weekend
amounted to $22,049.48.

The Haiti collection on January 17
amounted to $14,844.58.

110 parishioners contributed through
E–GIVING.

Thank you for your kindness and
generosity to our parish.

LECTOR, EUCHARISTIC MINISTER, MUSIC
MINISTER AND ALTAR SERVER

ASSIGNMENTS FOR FEBRUARY 6–7

Please remember Visitation Parish
in your will and estate planning.

Please call the Rectory at 630-834-6700
for more information. Thank you.

Lectors &
Music

Ministers*

Eucharistic
Ministers

Altar Servers

Saturday
Feb. 6

5:15 P.M.

Calie Gihl Eileen Kaleta
Dorothy Kane

Monica Spatafore
Susan Stanisz

Emmet Walsh
Drew Yasdick

Isabella Zanoni

Sunday
Feb. 7

7:00 A.M.

Martha Pacold Mary Ann Arazan
Mary Lewis

Jerry Ostermann
Tsue Ostermann

Claudia Zerdin
Kerry Best

Tommy Blake

Sunday

8:30 A.M.

Kathy Garlow Janet Fatheree
Sabrina Ruff
Shirely Ruff
Steve Ruff

Matthew Bindon
Michael Bindon
Callie Brennan

Sunday
Feb. 7

10:00 A.M.

Paul Polillo Bill Burke
Jay Foot

Bob Lawton
Steve Maloney

Charlie Boyle
Carrie Casagrnde

Margaret Case

Sunday
Feb. 7

11:30 A.M.

Gerry Arcaro Carol Aldridge
M.Hammerschmidt

Dorothy Kujawa
Rosalie Ward

Marko Canete
Vincent Canete
Nicole Carey

Sunday
Feb. 7

5:15 P.M.

Debbie Carey Maria Marek
M. E. Schneider

Lois Tosto
Ron Wayman

Bri Carey
Peter Carey

Jordan Cicarrone

Rosemarie Glickley
Charles Beaupre, Sr.

II. Katie Bobulski and Michael Wunderlich

Ushers Needed for
Sunday 5:15 P.M. Mass

We need additional ushers at this specific Mass. Please
consider volunteering for this important parish ministry.
Usher ministry sign–up forms are located in the Ushers
Room in the vestibule near the men’s restroom. Thank
you for your consideration.

George Klein
Head Usher
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Registration/Welcome Coffee
Visitation parish hosts a monthly Welcoming Coffee

for new parishioners after the 10:00 A.M. Mass on the
last Sunday of every month. At this gathering, newcom-
ers will be able to register in the parish, learn about the
various ministries and programs offered by Visitation,
and meet the priests and some of our parish family. We
hope that this program will enable us to reach out to new
members and help them feel more comfortable in our
community.

If you are new to the area and wish to register at
Visitation, join us THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, in
PODESTA HALL after the 10:00 A.M. Mass.

Are You A Visitation Parishioner?
Have You Completed a Census Form?

In an effort to complete our census update which began last
May, we are asking our registered parishioners who have not
participated, to please consider completing one of our census
forms. We have placed the forms in the pamphlet racks at the
church entrances for your convenience. Many of our records
are out of date or incomplete and we would like to be sure our
information is as accurate as possible.

Thank you for your cooperation. If you have any ques-
tions, please call the Rectory Office during business hours at
630-834-6700.

Visitation Food Pantry
Temporarily Discontinued

As many of you know, Visitation has maintained a small
food pantry in Madonna Hall for many years. Our parish-
ioners have been very generous in keeping the pantry sup-
plied with non–perishable items and we wish to thank all
those who have contributed.

In March Madonna Hall will be torn down to accommo-
date the new addition to the Church building—the first real-
ization of our capital campaign. Since we do not have anoth-
er area on our grounds to house a food pantry, we have to dis-
continue it until after the completion of the new building.

Until then we will be working with Immaculate
Conception Church in Elmhurst to help stock their food
pantry. We plan to hold food drives over several weekends for
the duration of construction.

At this time we are asking our parishioners to stop
bringing food bags to the Ushers and Brides rooms. It
would be greatly appreciated if you could wait until a food
drive weekend is announced to bring food to the Church.

Thank you for your cooperation and if you have any ques-
tions or need additional information, please call the Rectory
office during business hours.

Congratulations Bishop Siegel
Christ the King Parish in Lombard wishes the faith com-

munity of Visitation, congratulations on Fr. Siegel being
appointed by our Holy Father, as our new Auxiliary Bishop. I
know how much you support and love your priests. I was an
associate at Visitation in 1989 for five years and remember
your kindness to me and still to this day 21 years later. The
Church of Joliet is blest for giving us, Joseph Mark, as our
Bishop. The thoughts and prayers of my parish and staff are
with your Pastor. I will also pray that God sends you again, a
holy and faithful shepherd to lead your parish. Pray to Christ
the High Priest+

Rev. Peter P. Jarosz, Pastor
Christ the King, Lombard

Stewardship Prayer
Almighty and ever–faithful Lord

gratefully acknowledging Your mercy
and humbly admitting our need,

we pledge our trust in You and each other.
Filled with desire,

we respond to Your call for discipleship
by shaping our lives in imitation of Christ.

We profess that the call requires us
to be stewards of your gifts.

As stewards, we receive Your gifts gratefully,
cherish and tend them in a responsible manner,

share them in practice and love with others,
and return them with increase to the Lord.

We pledge to our ongoing formation as stewards
and our responsibility to call others to that same endeavor.

Almighty and ever–faithful God,
it is our fervent hope and prayer,

that You who have begun this good work in us,
will bring it to fulfillment in Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Amen.
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High School Youth Group
VisitationYG4U@yahoo.com

Jr. High School Youth Group
VisitationJrHYG4U@yahoo.com

College W.A.L.K.
CollegeW_A_L_K@yahoo.com

HSYG MEETING & RETREAT DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDAR

UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

JrHYG MEETING DATES—MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FEB. 7: TEENS NIGHT OUT: Fox Bowl,3-5:00 pm, Cost $10
FEB 11-15: KAIROS Retreat: Soph, Jr & Sr.  Teens 
FEB 19-20: 30 Hour Famine Retreat: Guest Speaker: John Grossman
FEB. 24-May 26—H.S. Teens: Late Night Catechesis: Wed. nights, 8-9:30 pm: Teen
driven catechesis, where you get to ask the questions.
MAR 19-20: GET A LIFE Retreat: Guest Speaker: Yvonne Florczak- Seeman

NEXT SERVICE PROJECT
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN: MAR. 5: 2:30–4:30. Permission Forms
Required. We will meet in School Lobby: 8:30 SHARP. ADULT Drivers Needed.
CALL: 279-7058  X 503 to Register.
FRANCISCAN OUTREACH: SAT MAR 6: 3:30-7:30 Permission Forms Required.
We will meet in School Lobby: 3:30 SHARP ADULT Drivers Needed. CALL: 279-
7058  X 503 to Register.

CORE GROUP MEETINGS  SUNDAY FEB. 14: 12:30 - 2:00. MEET AT
McCAFE-OBK 22nd & Spring Rd.
We will discuss upcoming Retreats, LOCK-IN and Teens Night Out Event. Bring
your School Calendars with you.

MARCH 5 - FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN - Aurora  9:30 - 11:30
MARCH 6 - FRANCISCAN SOUP KITCHEN - Chicago, 3:30–7:00 P.M.

Meet 3:30 in school lobby

The next JRHYG Meeting: Friday, Feb. 5th: Movie on a Raft: Oakbrook Aquatic
Center: 7 - 10 PM $5.00/ person.

CATHOLICS COME HOME
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/omf/catholicscomehome/returningcatholics.asp.

An Invitation to Catholics of All Ages Take Another Look. If you left the Church
or the Church left you, or if you just slipped away or don't feel very connected to
the Catholic faith, please take another look. CONTACT: Mrs. Case - 279-7058
x503. We are here to help. Drop by any Catholic parish in the Diocese of Joliet this
year - and welcome home! 
Exploring the Mass with Benedictine Fr. Gabriel Baltes Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2010.,
”Seasons & Feasts in the Church Year” 7:00 to 9:00 P.M: St. Joan of Arc Parish
Center - 820 Division Street, Lisle, Illinois. CONTACT: Mrs. Case - 279-7058
x503.
THEOLOGY ON TAP: Called to Discipleship: Following the Way of Jesus
Monday, February 8, 2010 :7:00 - 9:00 P.M. Ballydoyle Irish Pub 5157 Main St.,
Downers Grove CONTACT: Mrs. Case - 279-7058 x503.

UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

NEXT SERVICE PROJECT
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN: MAR. 5: 2:30–4:30. Permission Forms
Required. We will meet in School Lobby: 8:30 SHARP. ADULT Drivers
Needed. CALL: 279-7058  X 503 to Register.
FRANCISCAN OUTREACH: SAT MAR 6 3:30-7:30 Permission Forms
Required. We will meet in School Lobby: 3:30 SHARP. ADULT Drivers
Needed.  CALL: 279-7058  X 503 to Register.

MARCH 5 - FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN - Aurora 9:30 - 11:30
MARCH 6 - FRANCISCAN SOUP KITCHEN - Chicago, 3:30–7:00 P.M.

Meet 3:30 in school lobby

Catholic Schools Week
January 31–February 5, 2010

Please join us next Tuesday and Wednesday
Science Fair, P/S, K & 1–8

Sunday, January 31, 12:30–2:30 P.M.—Valentino Center
Primary Open House, P/S, K, Grades 1, 2 3

Tuesday, February 2, 9:00–11:00 A.M.
Intermediate & Jr. High (Grades 4–8) Open House

Wednesday, February 3, 9:00–11:00 A.M.
Friday, February 5—Closing Mass, 8:15 A.M

Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, Celebrant

Welcome
You are invited to our Primary, Intermediate and Jr. High

classrooms. Classes will be in session. Tour the building and
see and visit our Learning Center, art classes, P. E. classes and
our Computer Lab.

MANNA
R.E. & Visitation School Tuition Assistance Program

This past week 44 Visitation Grade School families and 2
Religious Education families purchased $17,300 and $507 in
gift certificates. The main purpose of our program is the assis-
tance it offers families of the Visitation School. Families outside
the Visitation School may also participate in our program if they
home school, are in the Religious Education program, have stu-
dents in a Catholic high school or college, or have or will have
a newborn child who will be attending Visitation School or
Religious Education in the future. Parishioners may also partic-
ipate in the program by purchasing our gift certificates at our
Walk-in Service and donating the earned credit to any family
they care to assist within the categories mentioned above. We
have some participants helping others in our program now, and
think this is one area where we can expand our services. Please
give it some thought. Helping another is a great thing and
remember, it does not cost you a dime since you receive store
and restaurant certificates at a dollar-for-dollar face value.

Also, anyone not now participating in our program or whose
children have finished school may purchase gift cards and desig-
nate the earned credit for the Capital Campaign. The campaign’s
goal is within sight. It is our hope that through this added effort,
our program will be doing its part in supporting the campaign.

Now you can visit the school website (www.visita-
tionelmhurst.org) to view or print our most recent updated
MANNA Order Form.

For additional information or to place a large order, please call
David James at 630-834-0967 before 6:00 P.M. Sunday evening.

MANNA Walk-in Service
Wednesday Evening 7:30–8:30 P.M.

Friday Afternoon 2:00–3:30 P.M.
(Location: Madonna Hall)



VISITATION, ELMHURST, IL JANUARY 31, 2010

Page 7

Evening Bible Study

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 2.
1 Kings 20 through 1 Kings 22 will be covered. The meet-
ing begins at 7:30 P.M. in Madonna Hall. All are welcome. 

Please read the chapters, bring your bible and join us.

Please Pray For Our Priests
Every Monday evening we meet in church at 7:00 P.M. for

a “Prayer Hour for Priests.” During this year dedicated to
priests, making an effort to attend our Monday Prayer Hour
would be of great benefit to all our priests. Thank you and
God bless you.

Deacon Jim Eaker

Rosebud Program Intentions

In our calling to respect the dignity and worth of all
life, the Elizabeth Ministry requests that you please
remember in your prayers the following intentions
placed at the statue of the Visitation this past week:

3 intentions for those who are pregnant and their
unborn babies.

1 intention for those families celebrating births
and/or adoptions.

1 intention for those grieving a miscarriage, still 
birth, abortion or infant or child death.

2 intentions remembering those wanting to
conceive or adopt.

Don’t Go to Adoration
for the graces, miracles, peace of mind, growth in spiritu-

ality, gifts of the Holy Spirit and everything else He wants to
give you. (these are all just incidentals)

Go because it’s the RIGHT THING TO DO! GOD IS PRE-
SENT AND DESERVES ADORATION!

Fr. Robert Goedert, O.P. will be speaking at all of the
Masses on February 13 and 14 about Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration. During Mass there will be an opportunity to reg-
ister for Adoration.

Bring Your Heart to Jesus Through Mary

“May he strengthen your hearts, making them blameless
and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our
Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.” 1 Thessalonians
3:13

Bring your love and your heart to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Join your friends in
Christ at the next Holy Hour. Jesus will speak in the silence
of your heart. Your mind, heart, and spirit will be refreshed
after your visit with Our Lord and Our Lady.

Come enjoy the Lord’s presence, music, and fellowship.
And bring a friend!

Visitation Church
Saturday, February 13, 2010, 7:00-8:00 P.M.

Our Lord and Our Lady are awaiting your visit

Baptism Preparation Classes
The next Baptism Preparation

February 1, at 7:00 P.M. in the
school library. These classes help
parents prepare for their ministry as
Christian parents. Please call the
Rectory at 630-834-6700 to register
or for more information.
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All Visitation High School Students
You’re invited to a Lenten Bible Study!

When: Every Wednesday evening
February 24 through April 21.

Time: 6:00–7:30 P.M: Freshman/Sophomore Sessions
7:30–9:00 P.M: Junior/Senior Sessions
Be prompt please!

Where: The Potoglou Home
714 Benton Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-782-8004 

Pizza & Soda will be provided. Bring your own Bible.
The Great Adventure Bible Study

(www.GreatAdventureOnline.com).
About The Author: Mark Hart is a man on a mission—

spreading the Gospel. Mark is a graduate of the University of
Notre Dame, and an author of three books. His creative work
on videos and written resources are internationally known.
Mark has successfully executed this Bible Study in parish,
diocesan and retreat settings over the past few years. 

The study is made up of eight presentations on DVD, each
about 35–40 minutes in length which will allow you time to
reflect and ask Fr. Matt and the adult catechist questions per-
taining to each session.

Upon completing these sessions Fr. Matt will provide a
Letter of Accommodation for your college portfolio to com-
pliment your Christian development and service!

Space is limited and filling up on a first–come, first–serve
basis.

SIGN UP after all Masses on January 30 and 31 in the back
of the Church.

Visitation Parish Catholic Reading Club

The Visitation Parish Catholic Reading Club has chosen
the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium,
as its selection for this February.  This document, which is not
lengthy, is considered the foundational document among the
sixteen basic documents of the Second Vatican Council. Forty
five years after the closing of that Council, discussions about
it continue apace and  can sometimes generate more heat than
light. The Second Vatican Council differed from earlier ecu-
menical councils in that it did not define any new doctrine.
The word used most often to describe the objectives of the
Council is “aggiornamento,” literally “bringing up to date.”
As we neared the end of the bloodiest and most violent cen-
tury in human history, which violence and horror caused vast
numbers of Christians and non–Christians alike to begin to
doubt even the existence of God, our late Holy Father John
XXIII saw the need for “a new enthusiasm, a new joy and
serenity of mind in the unreserved acceptance by all of the
entire Christian faith.” Since the Second Vatican Council is as
much the work of the Holy Spirit as any other, it is important
and worthwhile to inform ourselves about what the Church
actually taught during those momentous meetings. 

The Latin title of this document means “Light of the
Nations.” Its eight chapters cover the roles played by the var-
ious elements of the Church, the hierarchy, the laity, the pro-
fessed religious, the Communion of Saints, and our Lady,
Mother of the Church, in living imitation of our Lord, the
Incarnate Light of the Nations. All the other Council docu-
ments flow from and illuminate the chapters of this docu-
ment. We invite all parishioners to join us as we study the way
in which the Holy Spirit speaks to us in the contemporary
world about the obligations as well as the joys of the
Christian life.

The February discussion will be held on Thursday,
18 February 2010  in Madonna Hall, from 9:30 until
11:30 A.M. Call Renee Regole at 630-832-7903 for a
copy of the study guide and of the book selections for
the remainder of the year.

The participants in the Catholic Reading Club of
Visitation Parish seek to read books which enhance their
understanding and appreciation of their Catholic faith and
to enable them to be better prepared to give a reason for
their hope—1 Peter 3:15.

Please join us for some winter fun!
Mother–Son Bowling

Ages—Kindergarten–8th Grade
Sunday, February 28

2:00–4:00 P.M.
Fitz’ Lanes, 119 N. York Rd., Elmhurst

Cost: $10 per person
Includes bowling and pizza
Please RSVP to Jen Mayfield
at jenmayfield@gmail.com



VISITATION, ELMHURST, IL JANUARY 31, 2010

Page 9

Visitation Council of Catholic Women 
The nominating committee of the Visitation Council of

Catholic Women is pleased to submit the following slate of
officers for 2010–2011:

President: Gail Vitek
Vice President: Molly Radoha
Second Vice President: Karen Russ
Secretary: Mary Flynn
Treasurer: Maureen Barry
In accordance with the Visitation CCW Constitution and

By–laws these officers will be officially elected at an open
meeting on Tuesday, February 23, 2010, at 2:00 P.M. in
Madonna Hall. Nominations will be accepted from the floor
at that time. However, no person may be nominated whose
name has not been approved by the moderator and whose
consent to serve has not been obtained.

Many thanks to the members of the nominating com-
mittee for the time and effort spent in choosing these can-
didates.

High School Teen Lenten Overnight
February 19–20

Guest Speaker: John Grossman
The World has so many difficult

problems—the poor, the hungry,
injustices, and now the catastrophe in
Haiti. Serious problems need serious
solutions.

Come expand your understanding
on where you fit in and what God
says we are called to do.

Call and Register TODAY: Mrs.
Case, Visitation Student Ministries,
630-279-7058,  x 503.

Come for part or come for ALL of it—but COME!
This event is a cooperative between St. Michael’s Church

and Visitation.

Donate Your All Occasion Cards
In addition to front covers of Christmas cards, the Craft

Ladies will use all–occasion cards for items for the Christmas
Bazaar. There will be drop off boxes in the Bride’s Room or
Madonna Hall. Thank you.
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26 Montini Catholic Seniors
Named Illinois State Scholars

This year, 26 Montini Catholic High School seniors have
been named State Scholars by the Illinois Student Assistance
Commission for the 2009–2010 school year. The State
Scholar program recognizes Illinois high school students for
outstanding academic achievement and calls them the “best
and the brightest” of the Class of 2010.

“We are very proud of these students. This is truly an honor
for them and their families,” stated Montini Catholic
Principal, Maryann O’Neill.

Congratulations to John Konopacz a Visitation School
graduate, who was one of the named scholars.

Vocation Prayer Calendar
In conjunction with the Joliet Area Vocation Association

(JAVA) and Serra Club of DuPage County, the Vocation
Office for the Diocese of Joliet is introducing a “Vocation
Prayer Calendar.” Every day people are asked to pray for a
different person or group of people. The list includes
Bishop Sartain, priests, sisters, brothers, deacons and all
those in formation within the Diocese of Joliet. Following
is the list for the month of FEBRUARY.

1. Srs. Marietta Brummel, Marguerite Caulfield, 
Elizabeth Crotty, Mary Alfred Guillard, Irene 
Howel, Margaret Ivers and Mary Madigan, 
Rosemary Lynch, IBVM

2. Chris Lankford (Seminarian)
3. Frs. Edward Mumper and John Ouper
4. Matthew Tretina (Deacon Candidate)
5. Dcns. Joseph Johnson, Frank Juricic, Robert 

Kaminski, Lawrence Kearney, Gary Swauger and 
Alan Symonanis

6. Frs. Thomson Panakal and James Murphy
7. Frs. Zachary Hrisko, Anthony Jacob, OSB – 

Donald Bates, Jerome Heyman, John Kret, John 
Merkelis, OSB

8. William Vagenas (Seminarian)
9. Brs. Mark Emken, OSA – Thomas Dominic 

Vance, John Vietoris, William Walz and Robert 
Wilsbach, FSC

10. Srs. Patricia Dolan, Joan Fenton, Loretta Glanz 
and Grace Henneberry, OP – Elaine Kerscher and 
M. Alcuin Kelly, OSF

11. Frs. Edward Poff and Patrick Murphy
12. Dcns. Paul Kim, James Krueger, Kenneth Kubica, 

Milt Leppert, Laurence Lissak and Jose Lopez
13. Michael Crowell (Deacon Candidate)
14. Srs, Mary Peter Gartman, Mary Jane Griffin, 

Marie Grunloh, M. Teresine Haban, Mariarthur 
Hamann, Mary Ann Hartz, Dorothy Kinsella and 
Kathleen Kirk, OSF

15. Frs. Michael O’Connor, John Ohner, Michael
Schweifler and William Sullivan, OSA

16. Bishop J. Peter Sartain
17. Frs. Ron Neitzke and Robert Noesen
18. Srs. Rosann Kleffner, OSF – Mary Louise Hartwig,

Judith Ann Heble, Irene Jasien and Benita Jasurda,
OSB

19. Joseph Verdico (Deacon Candidate)
20. Frs. Ernest Norbeck and James Nowak
21. Dcns. Daniel Mahoney, Robert Malek, Thomas

Marciani, Philip Marrow, Santos Martinez, 
Alexander McConnell and David Meador

22. Srs. Helen Jilek, OSB, Eleanor Blake, Toby 
Bonny, Julie Ann Borer, Mary Ellen Brenner, M. 
Cherubim Cukla, OSF

23. Frs. Anthony Nugent and Donald O’Connor
24. Srs. Elsie Gamez, Mary Ann Hettl, Anne Jaeger, 

Lois Nixon and Patricia Kieffer, SSCM – Jimene 
Alviani and Alexine Brdas, SSFCR

25. Frs. Grezgorz Podwysocki and Matthew 
Pratscher

26. Srs. M. Lydia Bilecki, Claudia Janiak, Valerie 
Kulbacki, SSJ-TOSF, Libby Dahlstrom, O.Carm

27. Frs. Nguyen Huy Quyen and William Dennis Ryan
28. Srs. Mary Vianney Dinh, Jeanne Francis Haley, 

Mary Martin, Ann McCartney and Raphael 
Schmitz, O.Carm

An Online Gift for Fathers
The Knights of Columbus have developed a website,

www.FathersforGood.org to provide resources for fathers and
their families. The purpose for this initiative is to help men live
out a fulfilling fatherhood. This website addresses the questions
that are central to man’s life: faith, family, finances, the econo-
my, the faith at home, teens and sex, love and marriage, grace
and God. All of these topics and more are covered on the site in
a contemporary, yet decidedly Catholic manner.

Fathers For Good is a safe haven for fathers, an online com-
munity of men who can consider the quality of their fatherhood,
ask questions, learn from experts, grow in their Catholic faith,
gain guidance about life’s pressing problems and even commu-
nicate with one another through Facebook. Thanks to the
Knights for providing this essential resource to our dads.
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Dear Friends of Precious Blood,
We are grateful to you, our benefactors, who help us to

continue our work with the Mexican population who wor-
ship at Precious Blood. This year, the number of young peo-
ple inscribed in our religious education programs is even
larger than last year. Our Sunday Mass is standing room
only. You enable us to continue to provide service for so
many people and we thank you for that. Your generosity to
us at Christmastime was most appreciated and we want you
to know that you are gratefully remembered in our prayers.
Thank you for the help you have given us.

Sincerely,
Rev. George Roy, o.m.i.

Voter Information
On November 14, 2007 the United States Conference of

Catholic Bishops issued an excellent document on the
Christian responsibility regarding elections. They empha-
sized the necessity of voting with an informed conscience.
You can access it at www.usccb.org under Church
Documents. Paragraph 28 states the following: “The direct
and intentional destruction of  innocent human life from
the moment of conception until natural death is always
wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must
always be opposed.”

Since it is difficult for the average citizen to find accurate
information about how the many candidates stand on the life
issues, Illinois Citizens for Life has prepared non–partisan
voter information based on surveys, public statements, and/or
voting records. This guide is not an endorsement and may
not be used to advance the candidacy of any individual.

For information access the ICL web site at www.icl-
life.com. Please read the directions carefully. You must know
your own districts. If you don't have a current voter registra-
tion card with those district numbers, you can call the DuPage
County Board of Election Commission at 630-407-5600; or
call the ICL office at 630-852-5448. You can print this infor-
mation out and take it into the voting booth with you. Please
take your responsibility to vote very seriously and pray about
your decision.

What is a Marriage Encounter?
Worldwide Marriage Encounter offers a weekend experi-

ence designed to give married couples the opportunity to
learn a technique of loving communication that they can use
for the rest of their lives. It’s a chance to look deeply into their
relationship with each other and with God. It’s a time to share
their feelings, hopes and dreams with each other. 

The emphasis of the Marriage Encounter weekend is on
the communication between husbands and wives. The week-
end provides a conducive environment for couples to spend
time together, away from the distractions and tensions of
everyday life, while encouraging them to focus on each other
and their relationship. 

It’s not a retreat, marriage clinic, group sensitivity, or a
substitute for counseling. It’s a unique approach aimed at
revitalizing Marriage. 

This is a time for you and your spouse to be alone togeth-
er, to rediscover each other and together focus on your rela-
tionship for an entire weekend. Every marriage deserves that
kind of attention! 

To have information sent to you, or to have someone call
you with more information, fill out an online request. Or, to
get in contact directly with someone in your local area, try our
clickable map or call 800-795-5683.

Some Thoughts to Ponder
A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.
Don’t wait for six strong men to take you to church.
Most people want to serve God but only in an advisory

position.
Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.
God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called.
Compassion is difficult to give away because it keeps com-

ing back.
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Parish Activity Calendar — February 1–7, 2010

C=Church
CC=Convent Mtg. Rm.
G=GYM

L=School Library
MH=Madonna Hall
MR=Music Room

PH=Podesta Hall
S=School
VC=Valentino Center

TL=Teacher’s Lounge
PG=Parish Grounds

Mon., Feb. 1 SPRED 6:00 P.M. MH
Prayer for Priests 7:00 P.M. C
Baptism Prep. for Parents 7:00 P.M L
H.S. Chorale practice 8:00 P.M. PH

Tues., Feb. 2 School Open House 9:00 A.M. S
Ensemble practice 3:30 P.M. C
RCIA 7:00 P.M. TL
Parish Council 7:00 P.M. PH
Adult Choir 7:00 P.M. PH
Bible Study 7:30 P.M . MH

Wed., Feb. 3 School Open House 9:00 A.M. S
Scouts 2:40 P.M. PH
Brownies 2:40 P.M. MH
Child Choir practice 3:15 P.M. C
Religious Ed. Classes 4:30 & 6:30 P.M. S
MANNA 7:30 P.M. MH

Thur., Feb. 4 Religious Ed. Classes 4:30 P.M. S
Rosary of the Unborn 7:00 P.M. MR

Fri., Feb. 5 School Mass 8:15 A.M. C
MANNA 2:00 P.M. MH

Sat., Feb. 6 School Dinner Dance & Auction
Hyatt Lodge, Oak Brook, 6:00 P.M.

Sun., Feb. 7 Fr. Theodore Farewell
Mass & Reception 8:30 A.M. C

Samaritans 8:30 & 10 A.M. MH
Boy Scouts 6:00 P.M. MH
Cursillo 6:30 P.M. PH

The Classified Section
Many of our parishioners are affected by unemployment. Visitation’s “Classified Section” is a response to aid in networking

within the parish community. This section lists people who need jobs by advertising only information pertinent to work.
Those who need work may contact Deacon Tony at the Rectory and send him their resumes. We will keep them confidential and

publicize the skill sets anonymously. Our hope is that potential employers or friends of potential employers within this parish may
be able to help. If an employer contacts the parish office, Deacon Tony or Fr. Matt will act as the liaison for them.

A more extensive list and more information and resources are now available via our website.

Vis 120 Management professional experienced in customer service and data management. Detail oriented strong 
organizational and planning skills,10 years experience with customer problem resolution.

Vis 135 Accomplished and versatile Information Technology professional with proven record of accomplishment 
delivering technology solutions in a business environment.

Vis 136 Open
Vis 137 Recent collage graduate. Finance and Commercial real estate. 
Vis 138 Market research specialist/Media research analyst.
Vis 139 Open
Vis 140 Experienced Manufacturer Representative.
Vis 141 Accomplished Project Portfolio Manager successful record of accomplishment in leading global cross-func-

tional teams. Background includes project management, IT project portfolio and staff management.
Vis 142 Analytical, results-oriented Supply Chain Professional with expertise in reducing transportation and opera-

tions costs, improving processes, and staff development and training. Excellent background in 
Transportation, Customer Service, Inventory, Customs Compliance, and Warehousing.
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Bishop of Joliet
The Most Rev. J. Peter Sartain, DD

Pastoral Staff
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet/Pastor: Most Rev. Joseph M. Siegel, DD
Parochial Vicar; Rev. Matthew Pratscher
Weekend Assistant: Rev. Theodore D. Suchy; Rev. Gerald Tivy
Deacons: Deacon Jay Janousek, Deacon Anthony Spatafore,Deacon James Eaker
School Principal: Sr. Thomas Leo Monahan
Facilities Mgr./Pastoral Associate: Deacon Anthony Spatafore
Religious Education: Mr. Carl Scheeler
Music Director: Mrs. Barbara Masters
Youth Minister: Mrs. Colleen Case
Business Manager: Mrs. Debbie Johnson

Mass Schedule
Sunday Masses: Saturday 5:15 P.M

Sunday 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 A.M.and 5:15 P.M.
Daily Masses: Mon-Fri 6:15, 8:15 A.M.;  Saturday, 8:15 A.M.
Confession: Saturday 4:00-5:00 P.M. or by appt.

Phone Numbers
Rectory 834-6700 School 834-4931 Music Office 834-8190
Rectory Fax 834-6711 School Fax 834-4936 Youth Ministry 279-7058
Convent 279-4027 Religious Ed 279-7058 Counseling Service 834-6700, ext. 202

Church E-mail: visparish @aol.com
Church Website:http://main.visitationparish.org

School Website: www.visitationelmhurst.org

Adoration Chapel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Owen & Gail Hilding  . . . . . . . . .573-0033

Marty Moran . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-8956

Altar Servers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fr. Matt Pratscher  . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6700 

Deacon Jim Eaker . . . . . . . .  . . . 530-7596

Art and Environment Committee . . . . .Tracy Carey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .993-0817

Bereavement Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Riggs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-7798

Council of Catholic Women . . . . . . . . .Rita Nemeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-5485

Couples Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe & Pat Zanghi  . . . . . . . . . . . .279-6742 

Ray & Laverne Stella. . . . . .  . .  832-8155

Deacons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jay Janousek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-2863

Tony Spatafore. . . . . . . . . . . . .   833-2145

Email.  . . . .deacontonys@gmail.com

Jim Eaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-7596

Elizabeth Ministry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joan Herrmann..  . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7854

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion/Lectors:

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paul & Jane Klenck  . . . . . . . . . .833-5867

Fathers’ Club.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brian Reardon..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7335

Finance Committee Chairperson. . . . . .Terese Feeney. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-1778

Knights of Columbus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Peter Alfini  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-8072

Ladies’ Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sharon Bresnahan  . . . . . . . . . . . .530-1053

Ladies’ & Couples Bridge  . . . . . . . . . .Peg Majewski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-9170

Ladies’ Golf League . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lynn DeFilippis  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-5290

Little Samaritans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donna Monaghan.  . . . . . . . . . . ..834-5385

MANNA Tuition Assistance  . . . . . . . .David James.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..834-0967

Men’s Bowling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sev Delabar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833-7766

Men’s Small Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jim Herrmann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7854

Ministry of Praise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bob & Marilynn Hillary  . . . . . . .833-6628

Music Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara Masters  . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8190

PADS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Terry & Jessica Leen  . . . . . . . . .279-8476

Bob & Trish Havlir. . . . . . . .  . .  530-5268

Parish Pastoral Council  . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael O’Ryan  . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-2954

Prayer Groups—Blue Army . . . . . . . . .Mary Parpan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7910

Project Gabriel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Laura Murphy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .993-1603

Religious Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carl Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Religious Education Board  . . . . . . . . .Mary Lewis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-9173

Right To Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kathy Esposito.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-4647

RCIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fr. Matthew Pratscher  . . . . . . . . .834-6700

Sacristans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth Cwik  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .595-4506

Liz Beltrame. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-1743

School Board Chairman. . . . . . . . . . .   Julie Gihl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530-8496

Scouting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colleen Case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Jay Reidy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-8769

Paul Esposito. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .530-4647

Social Service Outreach  . . . . . . . . . . . .Deacon Tony Spatafore . . . . . . . .834-6700

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .aspatafore1@comcast.net

SPRED  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carl Scheeler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Melanie Schneider  . . . . . . . . . . .782-0868

Student Ministries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Colleen Case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .279-7058

Ushers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .George Klein  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .954-1511

Valentino Activity Center . . . . . . . . . . .Linda Roberts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-7785

“Viz” Seniors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Eastman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .617-4948

Vocation Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sue Pastouvic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .832-9352

Wedding Coordinator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patti Riggs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..832-7798

Women’s Volleyball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Darlene Pollack  . . . . . . . . . . . . ..832-4156

Bulletin Deadline Friday 4:30 P.M.  . . .Helen Pachay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .834-6700
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